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On  Guard! 
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Crystal  Wing  (left),  a  junior  at  Galileo  High  School,  spars  with  Jimmy  Chen,  a  junior  at  Balboa  High 
School.  For  more  information  about  fencing  in  the  Richmond  District,  see  story  on  page  9. 

Pians  afoot  to  repair,  improve  California 
Street  steps  going  to  Lincoln  Park 

project  as  an  interested  member 
of  the  community. 

Last  year,  the  school  spon¬ 
sored  monthly  clean  ups,  which 
were  well  attended  by  the  parents 
of  the  school.  This  year,  the 
school  is  offering  community 
service  credits  for  students  who 
participate  in  the  clean  ups. 

Aileen  Barr  has  been  commis¬ 
sioned  to  facilitate  the  project. 
She  is  an  accomplished  ceramic 
tile  artist  who  has  created  well- 
received  public  art  projects  in 
Ireland,  San  Francisco  and 
England. 

What  excites  Barr  about  creat¬ 
ing  public  art  is  that  it  can  be 
community  based,  allowing  her 
to  work  on  a  large  scale  as  well 
as  with  many  different  surfaces. 
Her  work  can  be  seen  at  the  Alta 
Plaza  Playground  and  at  Moraga 
Street  and  16th  Avenue  in  the 
Sunset  District.  The  16th  Avenue 
Tiled  Steps  Project  was  complet¬ 
ed  in  2005. 

In  the  award-winning  art  pro¬ 
ject,  she  designed  and  created 
colorful  tile  and  mosaic  panels 
for  the  risers  on  163  steps. 
Mosaics  of  colorful  birds  also 
punctuate  the  steps.  As  the  steps 
descend,  the  image  of  a  waterfall 
tumbles  down,  filled  with  ani¬ 
mals,  plants  and  fish. 

When  asked  about  what  she 
had  in  mind  for  the  design  for  the 
California  Street  stairs,  Barr  said 
she  is  “working  on  a  cohesive 
design  which  incorporates  ele¬ 
ments  from  the  Beaux-Arts,  Art 

Continued  on  page  10 


by  Judith  Kahn 

There  is  a  proposal  to  reno¬ 
vate  the  historic  stairs  located  at 
the  western  end  of  California 
Street,  near  32nd  Avenue.  The’ 
wide  concrete  stairs  lead  to 
Lincoln  Park,  where  on  a  clear 
day  the  East  Bay  hills  and  Mt. 
Diablo  are  visible. 

The  stairs  were  built  in  the 
early  1900s  and  are  in  need  of  re¬ 
pair.  After  years  of  neglect,  the 
stairs  are  chipped  and  its  retain¬ 
ing  walls  are  marred  with  graffiti. 

The  stairs  are  used  by  both  ex¬ 
ercise  buffs  and  walkers,  who  use 
the  stairs  as  an  access  point  to 
Lincoln  Park  and  the  Palace  of 
the  Legion  of  Honor  Museum. 

The  plan  was  first  conceived 
more  than  a  year  ago  by  Anna 
Yatrousis  and  Meg  Autry,  who 
are  members  of  the  Friends  of 
Lincoln  Park.  Once  coming  up 
with  the  idea,  Yatrousis  and 
Autry  proceeded  to  approach 
other  neighbor  associations  in  the 
area,  including  the  Planning 


Photo:  Philip  Liborio  Gangi 

A  woman  walks  up  the  steps  at  the  end  of  California 
Street,  near  32nd  Avenue,  that  go  into  Lincoln  Park. 


Association  for  the  Richmond 
(PAR),  Lincoln  Park  Home- 
owners  Association,  Lincoln 
Park  Neighborhood  Association 
and  Sea  Cliff  Residents 
Association.  All  were  in  agree¬ 
ment  that  the  project  would  be 
beneficial  to  the  community. 


The  project  has  secured  fiscal 
sponsorship  with  the  San 
Francisco  Parks  Trust  and  is  now 
awaiting  approval  from  the  SF 
Recreation  and  Park  Department 
so  it  can  move  forward. 

The  Katherine  Delmar  Burke 
School  is  also  participating  in  the 


Panthers  win  basketball  title 


The  Presidio  Panthers  boys’ 
basketball  team  won  the  city 
championship  by  defeating  Aptos 
Middle  School  by  a  score  of  29- 
26  at  the  Kezar  Pavilion. 

The  Panthers  trailed  most  of 
the  game,  and  were  behind  22- 1 8 
at  the  end  of  the  third  quarter. 
The  Panthers  were  still  down  by 
four  points  with  only  2:40  on  the 
clock  when  clutch  shooter  Austin 
Hedani  took  charge. 


Hedani  went  on  a  rampage, 
scoring  5  of  his  9  points  at  the 
end  of  the  fourth  quarter.  He  shot 
a  bucket  to  give  the  Panthers  the 
lead  and  a  three-pointer  with  less 
than  a  minute  to  go  to  seal 
Aptos’  fate. 

The  smothering  Panthers’  de¬ 
fense  did  the  rest,  stealing  the 
ball  three  out  of  the  last  four 
times  Aptos  had  it  to  thwart  any 
potential  comeback. 


Others  Panthers  who  helped 
pull  out  the  victory  included 
Jamie  McHenry,  who  snatched 
seven  rebounds  and  had  four 
steals;  De  Quan  Carter,  who 
scored  six  points  and  yanked 
down  15  rebounds;  and  Tyler 
Kung,  who  scored  seven  points 
and  dished  off  four  assists.  The 
winning  team  was  coached  by 
Vince  Wong. 

—  Paul  Kozakiewicz 


Plan  to 
install  fake 
surface, 
new  lights, 
at  Rossi 
draws  fire 


by  George  McConnell 

The  SF  Recreation  and  Park 
Department’s  proposed  restora¬ 
tion  of  Richmond  District’s  Rossi 
Field  triggered  a  lively  debate 
when  the  department  unveiled  its 
plan  to  the  public  in  December,  a 
plan  that  calls  for  illuminating 
the  field  at  night  and  replacing  its 
grass  athletic  fields  with  an  artifi¬ 
cial  surface. 

Department  officials  were 
grilled  by  a  large  audience  for 
more  than  two  hours  on  the 
specifics  of  the  plan  and  the  need 
to  restore  the  field.  But  the  meet¬ 
ing  became  confrontational  at 
times  with  doubts  expressed 
whether  Rec.  and  Park  cared 
about  the  concerns  of  residents  in 
the  surrounding  neighborhood. 

Yomi  Agunbiade,  general 
manager  of  the  Rec.  and  Park 
Department,  reiterated  that  pub¬ 
lic  feedback  has  been  very  im¬ 
portant  to  the  department  after 
being  asked  more  than  once  if 
“this  is  an  all  or  nothing,  a  done 
deal?”  and  “do  we  get  any  input 
on  this,  a  yes  or  no  answer 
please?” 

Because  of  the  reaction  re¬ 
ceived  at  December’s  meeting, 
Rec.  and  Park  has  decided  to 
hold  additional  meetings  to  air 
neighborhood  concerns. 

Angelo  J.  Rossi  Field,  located 
on  Arguello  Boulevard  at  Anza 
Street,  is  one  of  23  city  playfields 
selected  for  restoration  by  Rec. 
and  Park  and  the  City  Fields 
Foundation,  a  private  partnership 
created  to  renovate  playfields  in 
San  Francisco.  A  study  of  city 
playfields  in  2006  indicated 
many  were  deteriorating,  and 
there  was  a  shortage  of  30  to  35 
fields  overall. 

Rossi  is  the  only  city  playfield 
in  the  Richmond  District.  The 
smdy  found  the  grass  and  playing 
fields  were  worn  from  overuse. 
Area  residents  complained  they 
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Let’s  Green  the  Richmond! 


Join  me  in  contributing  your  time  or  funds: 

•  Plant  a  Tree! 

Support  the  Friends  of  the  Urban  Forest,  www.fuf.net 

•  Revitalize  Our  Greenbelt! 

Support  the  Park  Presidio  Neighbors,  www.ppnsf  .org 

•  Save  Ocean  Beach! 

Support  the  Coalition  to  Save  Ocean  Beach,  email  tom@toml<uhn.com 

•  Good  Planning! 

Support  the  Planning  Association  for  the  Richmond,  www.sfpar.org 


AAatt  Tuchow 

Your  Democratic  Central  Committee  Representative 

ID#1 285378 


Mario’s 

Steak  and  Chop  House 

Lunch  Specials 
Starting  at 
$6.95 


Large  Selection  of  iVines 
Family  Friendly 
Private  Parties  OK 

Open:  Lunch  -  11:30-3  Mon.  -  Thurs. 

Dinner  -  5-9:30  Every  Day 

2$t2  Clement  •  (41$)  221-8700 


JULIE  REBERIS 

MOVING  ON  UP 


Zephyr  Real  Estate  is  bringing  it's  top 
agents  from  around  the  City  to  it’s  NEW 


SPECIALIZING  IN 

Pacific  Heights,  Inner 
and  Central  Richmond, 
Lake  District  and  Seacliff 


Pacific  Heights  location.  As  always,  Julie  will  continue  to  provide 


clients  with  expertise  and  dedication  and  that's  why  she's  been 


hand  selected  by  Zephyr  to  •‘Move  on  Up.”  Stop  by  her  new 


office  and  introduce  yourself! 


415-609-3677  @  juliereber.com 

^  juliereber@zephyrsf.com 


ZEPHYR 

aCAt-ZSTATS 


Vigil  for  fallen  officer 


Photos:  Francis  da  Silva 


One  year  anniversary  of 
fatal  confrontation 


On  Dec.  22,  San  Francisco  Police  Chief  Heather 
Fong,  other  members  of  the  police  department 
and  the  public  (above)  participated  in  a  com¬ 
memorative  march  to  honor  police  officer  Bryan 
Tuvera,  who  was  killed  in  the  line  of  duty  at 
25th  Avenue  and  Lawton  Street  a  year  ago.  In 
the  photo  to  the  left,  Sandy  Tuvera,  mother  of 
the  slain  officer,  addresses  a  crowd  of  several 
hundred  people  in  front  of  the  Taraval  Police 
Station. 


Proposition  supporters  say  bond 
measure  would  shore  up  parks 


by  Jonathan  Farrell 

San  Francisco  voters  will  have 
another  bond  measure  on  the  bal- 
lot  to  consider  this  Feb.  5. 
Proposition  A  -  the  Clean  and 
Safe  Neighborhood  Parks  Bond 
will  provide  $1 17.4  million  to  re¬ 
pair,  modernize  and  improve  ag¬ 
ing  parks  and  playgrounds 
throughout  the  City. 

The  bond  measure  will  not  be 
for  Golden  Gate  Park,  only 
neighborhood  parks  and  recre¬ 
ation  areas. 


“Prop  A  will  really  do  great 
things  for  our  neighborhood 
parks,  athletic  fields  and  open 
spaces  in  the  City,”  said  Patrick 
Brannan,  who  serves  as  cam¬ 
paign  manager  for  the  Prop.  A 
campaign.  The  proposition  is  be¬ 
ing  promoted  by  the  non-profit 
organization,  San  Francisco 
Parks  Trust. 

There  are  12  neighborhood 
parks  and  playgrounds  listed  in 
the  measure. 

“After  sitting  in  on  many 
meetings  regarding  the  issues 


concerning  this  bond  measure,  I 
realized  there  are  a  lot  of  people 
committed  to  make  this  possi¬ 
ble,”  said  Peter  Brastow,  founder 
of  Nature  In  The  City,  a  local 
ecological  advocacy  group  com¬ 
mitted  to  preserving  the  bio-di- 
versity  and  open  spaces  of  San 
Francisco. 

A  part  of  the  funding  provided 
by  Prop.  A,  if  approved,  will  go 
to  repairing  and  improving  the 
city’s  waterfront  and  access  to 
the  Bay.  There  are  eight  specific 
areas  designated  in  the  bond 
measure,  including  Pier  43, 
Brannan  Street  Wharf  Park. 
Heron’s  Head  and  Bayfront  Park 
at  Mission  Bay. 

Upgrading  work  for  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  parks  and  playgrounds 
will  also  include  repair  and  re¬ 
placing  of  restrooms  at  an  esti¬ 
mated  cost  of  $11.4  million.  This 
portion  of  the  funding  from  Prop. 
A  would  be  for  every  existing 
free-standing  restroom  facility 
and  would  add  new  restrooms 
where  needed. 

“For  my  money,  the  re-plant¬ 
ing  of  trees  and  renovation  of 
bathrooms  alone  are  worth  vot¬ 
ing  yes,”  Brannan  said. 

Four  million  dollars  of  the 
bond  will  be  used  to  plant  and  re¬ 
store  trees.  Brastow,  and  others 
who  advocate  for  parks,  said  the 
aging  tree  canopies  in  the  city’s 
parks  are  in  desperate  need  of  at¬ 
tention  and  long  overdue. 

Brannan,  speaking  on  behalf 
of  Prop.  A,  was  eager  to  make  a 
formal  presentation  to  the  press 
at  one  of  Mayor  Gavin 
Newsom’s  City  Hall  press  con¬ 
ferences  on  Dec.  13. 

Unfortunately,  Newsom’s 
sweeping  commentaries  on  vari- 

Continued  on  page  5 


ATHOS  FENCING  CLUB 
3201  Balboa  St.  (at  33rd  Avenue) 
Mondays  &  Wednesdays:  5:30  p.m. 
Please  Call  255-4405  for  more  information. 
Jazzercise.com 
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Clubhouse  built 
in  1945 


it’s  Time  to  Fix  Our  Neighborhood  Parks 


Prop  A  addresses  the  most  urgent  needs  in  many  neighborhood  parks.  The  bond 
measure  will  rebuild  recreation  centers  for  earthquake  safety,  replace  damaged 
restrooms  and  repair  broken,  unsafe  playground  equipment. 

PROP.  A  WILL  REPAIR  RICHMOND  PARKS 
•  Cabrillo  Playground 
•  Fulton  Playground 


FEBRUARY 


STH 


Friends  of  the  Urban  Forest 
Sierra  Club 

San  Francisco  Parks  Trust 
Neighborhood  Parks  Council 
San  Francisco  Labor  Council 
San  Francisco  Chamber  of  Commerce 
Chinese  American  Citizens’  Alliance 
Livable  City 


Planning  Association  for  the  Richmond 
San  Francisco  Vikings  Youth  Soccer  League 
U.S.  Senator  Dianne  Feinstein 
Congresswoman  Nancy  Pelosi 
Mayor  Gavin  Newsom  and  the  entire  SF 
Board  of  Supervisors 
The  entire  5F  School  Board 
(Partial  List) 


wwvv.fixourparks.com 


Yes  on  A.  Fix  our  Parks  •  A  Project  of  The  Conservation  Campaign.  Major  funding  by  San  Francisco  Parks  Trust'and  Warren  Heilman 

PO  Box  192685  •  San  Francisco,  CA  94119 
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PLEASE  HELP  US  PASS  PROP  A! 
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Cracked,  uneven 
sidewalk 
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Police  Blotter 


Public  Intoxication, 
Attempted  Assault;  Dec.  11, 
10:10  p.m.,  400  Block  of  Sixth 
Avenue 

A  man  walked  into  the  lobby 
of  the  Richmond  Police  Station 
and  said  he  had  been  kicked  out 
of  his  Mission  District  apart¬ 
ment.  He  then  walked  to  a 
restaurant  on  Geary  Boulevard, 
where  he  was  given  a  hamburger 
and  asked  to  leave. 

The  man  returned  to  the 
Richmond  Station,  where  he  in¬ 
sisted  that  an  officer  give  him  a 
ride  back  to  the  Mission.  He  said 
he  would  stay  in  the  lobby  until 
he  had  to  urinate  if  his  request 
was  refused. 

While  the  man  was  being  es¬ 
corted  out  of  the  station,  he  took 
a  swing  at  an  officer.  The  man 
was  given  a  ride  -  to  the  county 
jail  on  Bryant  Street. 

Burglary,  Conspiracy:  Dec. 
15,  6:20  p.m.,  6200  Block  of 
Geary  Boulevard 

The  owner  of  a  store  reported 
that  five  male  youths  had  entered 
his  store  and  started  taking 
things  from  the  counter  tops  and 
display  cases.  The  storeowner 
recognized  one  of  the  suspects 
from  an  earlier  encountW  when 
the  victim’s  wallet  had  been 
stolen. 


Because  the  merchant  was  in 
the  store  alone,  he  was  unable  to 
detain  the  suspects  before  they 
fled  with  about  $800  worth  of 
merchandise  stuffed  in  their 
pockets. 

Officers  started  checking 
Muni  buses  and  discovered  the 
suspects  riding  a  #38  Geary  bus 
at  Geary  and  Sixth  Avenue. 
Three  14-year-old  males  were 
charged  with  burglary  and  con¬ 
spiracy;  a  13-year-old  male  and 
a  12-year-old  male  were  also  de¬ 
tained. 

The  juvenile  delinquents  were 
released  to  the  custody  of  their 
parents. 

Trespassing:  Dec.  6,  6:50 
p.m.,  300  Block  of  17th  Avenue 

A  homeowner  called  police  to 
report  that  a  suspect  was  stand¬ 
ing  in  front  of  her  door  when  she 
returned  home.  The  suspect  re¬ 
portedly  sleeps  in  the  victim’s 
doorway  almost  every  day,  de¬ 
spite  the  homeowner  pleading 
with  the  suspect  to  not  do  so. 

When  officers  arrived  they 
discovered  the  suspect,  who  was 
obviously  intoxicated.  When  the 


officers  put  handcuffs  on  the  sus¬ 
pect,  he  made  a  request  of  the 
officers. 

“Can  I  just  have  one  more 
beer  before  we  go?” 

The  suspect  was  charged  with 
trespassing  and  public  intoxica¬ 
tion. 

Illegal  Fire  in  Park, 
Camping:  Dec.  15,  4:40  a.m.. 
Golden  Gate  Park 

Officers  approached  three 
suspects  who  were  sleeping 
around  a  campfire  near  the 
Beach  Chalet  in  Golden  Gate 
Park. 

Because  the  three  men  had 
been  previously  warned  and  cit¬ 
ed  for  starting  fires  in  the  past, 
they  were  transported  to  the 
county  jail  and  booked. 

Armed  Robbery:  Dec.  4, 
9:45  p.m.,  4100  Block  of 
California  Street 

Two  armed  men  entered  a 
store  and  demanded  money  from 
the  clerk. 

While  the  robbery  was  in 
progress,  a  customer  walked  into 
the  store  and  was  also  robbed  by 
the  suspects. 

The  investigation  is  ongoing. 

Burglary:  Dec.  15,  3:10 
p.m.,  200  Block  of  Clement 
Street 

A  group  of  five  to  seven  male 
juveniles  entered  a  store  and 
started  breezing  about.  Then, 
one  of  the  suspects  grabbed  an 
invoice  off  of  the  counter  and 
took  a  $20  bill  that  was  attached 
to  it.  When  the  store’s  employee 
confronted  the  suspect,  he  threw 
the  $20  at  the  employee  and 
grabbed  two  Blackberries  from 


behind  the  counter.  The  employ¬ 
ee  tried  to  stop  the  suspect,  but 
one  of  the  other  juveniles  pushed 
the  employee  against  a  wall.  The 
suspects  then  fled  the  scene. 

Officers  are  trying  to  deter¬ 
mine  if  the  suspects  are  the  same 
ones  that  were  apprehended  later 
in  the  afternoon  after  a  similar 
attack  on  a  merchant  in  the 
Outer  Richmond. 

Robbery,  Party  Out  of 
Bounds:  Dec.  15,  12:41  a.m., 
Cabrillo  Street  and  20th 
Avenue 

Officers  were  alerted  to  a  loud 
party  and  a  disturbance  on  a 
sidewalk.  When  they  arrived  at 
the  scene,  the  partygoers  went 
inside  the  house  and  turned  off 
the  lights. 

Unable  to  find  the  source  of 
the  disturbance,  the  officers  left. 

At  12:57  a.m.,  another  call 
came  in  concerning  shots  being 
fired  in  the  same  area  where  the 
rogue  party  was  allegedly  being 
held. 

One  of  the  attendees  at  the 
party  said  it  was  extremely  dark 
in  the  house  because  all  of  the 
lights  were  turned  off  when  the 
victim  at  the  party  was  hit  in  the 
head  by  an  unknown  object  and 
his  cell  phone  was  stolen.  The 
victim  was  unable  to  provide  a 
description  of  the  suspect  be¬ 
cause  it  was  too  dark,  he  said. 

Suspicious  Occurrence: 
Dec.  5,  8:40  p.m.,  100  Block  of 
28th  Avenue 

A  homeowner  went  down¬ 
stairs  to  his  garage  and  noticed 
several  boxes  had  been  moved. 
He  then  saw  the  suspect  hiding 
under  a  workbench  and  yelled  at 


him. 

“I’m  homeless,”  the  suspect 
yelled  as  he  fled  out  an  open 
garage  door. 

Burglary,  Impersonating 
Water  Department  Employees: 
Dec.  11,  4  p.m.,  200  Block  of 
Ninth  Avenue 

Two  male  suspects  were  able 
to  convince  an  elderly  couple 
that  they  were  water  department 
employees  who  needed  to  in¬ 
spect  the  couple’s  plumbing. 

WTien  they  were  in  the  house, 
one  suspect  distracted  the  vic¬ 
tims  while  the  other  looked  for 
loot. 

After  the  two  suspects  had 
left  the  premises,  the  victims  dis¬ 
covered  a  laptop  computer  had 
been  taken. 

Burglary:  Dec.  14,  11:03 
p.m.,  3400  Block  of  Geary 
Boulevard 

An  unknown  suspect  smashed 
the  glass  of  a  display  window 
and  took  a  bottle  of  champagne 
before  fleeing. 

Burglary:  Sometime 

Between  Dec.  15  and  Dec.  17, 
3800  Block  of  Sacramento 
Street 

An  unknown  suspect  gained 
entry  into  an  office  building  by 
prying  open  a  window  near  the 
building’s  fire  escape. 

Once  inside,  the  suspect  pried 
open  several  office  doors  looking 
for  items  to  steal.  Reported  miss¬ 
ing  from  one  of  the  offices  was  a 
laptop  computer. 

Burglary:  Dec.  17,  4:10 
a.m.,  2200  Block  of  Clement 
Street 

An  unknown  suspect  smashed 
the  glass  door  of  a  business  to 
gain  entry.  Because  the  business 
had  an  alarm,  the  police  were 

Continued  on  page  10 


Peru  Kar{ainaiid.iiKa 

PERUiriaii  Cuisine  Tfbu  Will  Eove 

*  Lunch  -  11  a.m.  to  3  p  m.  daily 

*  Brunch/Buffet  -  Saturday  and  Sunday 

*  Dinner  -  5  p.m.  to  10  p.m. 


“Discover 

Karamanduka  in  20081” 


1801  Clement  iSt.  (at  lath  awbj 
Call  422-0502  for  TaKe  Out 
Free  Parking  on  IStli  Avenue 


CALIFORNIA  PRESIDENTIAL 

PRIMARY 

ELECTION 

TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY  5, 2008 


REGISTER  . 
*  AND  VOTE.  * 


Polling  places  are  open  from  7:00  a.m.  until  8:00  p.m. 
Early  voting  at  City  Hall  begins  January  7, 20(%. 

Last  day  to  register  to  vote  is  January  22, 2008. 

You  must  re-register  if  you  have  moved,  changed  your  name, 
or  want  to  change  your  party  affiliation. 

Last  day  to  request  a  vote-by-mail  ballot  is  January  29, 2008. 


Party  Affiliation  &  "Decline-To-State"  Voters 

The  February  5, 2008  election  is  a  "modified"  closed 
primary.  If  you  registered  to  vote  with  a  qualified 
political  party,  you  can  only  vote  for  candidates  from 
that  party. 

If  you  declined  to  state  a  political  party  when  you 
registered,  you  can  vote  for  candidates  from  one  of 
the  following  two  parties: 

■  American  Independent  Party 

■  Democratic  Party 

All  registered  voters  may  vote  on  ballot  measures. 

Be  a  Poliworker  on  Election  Day!  - 

The  Department  of  Elections  is  looking  for  pollwbrkers 
to  help  on  Election  Day.  Pollworkers  can  earn  up  to 
$170!  To  sign  up,  visitwww.sfgov.org/election  or  call 
(415)  554-4395. 


si/llMwww,sfgov.org/election 
5)554-4367  = 

Para  informacion  electoral  en  espanol,  visitewww.sfgov.org/election 
o  name  al  (415)  554-4366. 


Department  of  Elections,  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco 

1  Dr.  Carlton  B.  Goodlett  Place,  Room  48,  San  Francisco  94102  •  English:  (415)  554-4375  •  4iJt;  (415)  554-4367  •  Espanol:  (415)  554-4366  •  wvwv.sfgov.org/election 
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Police  Beat 

Capt.  Jere  Williams 

Happy  New  Year,  be  safe 


Happy  Holidays  to  each  of 
you!  I  am  glad  to  be  ending  2007 
in  the  Richmond  District,  and  I 
look  forward  to  starting  the  New 
Year,  with  plans  to  enhance  po¬ 
lice  services  in  the  district. 

The  SF  Pohce  Commission 
will  be  holding  its  January  meet¬ 
ing  in  the  Richmond  District  on 
Wednesday,  Jan.  30,  at  6  p.m. 
They  will  be  meeting  at  the 
Roosevelt  Middle  School,  460 
Arguello  Blvd.  Geary  Boulevard 
is  the  cross  street,  and  there  will 
be  ample  parking  on  the  school’s 
playground. 

Please  come  to  voice  your 
concerns,  and  to  show  your  sup¬ 
port  for  the  fine  group  of  officers 
who  strive  to  keep  our  neighbor¬ 
hoods  safe.  You  will  also  be  able 
to  meet  the  lieutenants  and 
sergeants  that  supervise  the  pa¬ 
trol  force  in  the  Richmond. 

Additionally,  I  will  be  dis¬ 
cussing  my  new  enforcement 


jjlans  for  the  district,  and  share 
my  philosophy  on  cothmunity 
policing  programs.  I  firmly  be¬ 
lieve  that  community  policing 
works  better  when  we  all  work 
together. 

I  would  like  to  remind  you 
that  children  are  once  again  at 
school,  so  be  aware  of  your  sur¬ 
roundings  and  look  out  for  your 
own  personal  safety. 

Be  careful  when  you  are  out 
walking  or  driving  in  your  car. 
You  never  know  when  there  are 
drunk  drivers  on  the  street. 

Please  call  9-1-1  if  you  see  signs 
of  a  person  driving  under  the  in¬ 
fluence. 

If  you  have  plans  to  drink  al¬ 
cohol,  then  have  a  designated 
driver  before  the  party  begins. 
Leaving  your  car  parked  and  get¬ 
ting  a  ride  home  is  also  a  wise 
thing  to  do  if  you  feel  the  effects 
of  alcohol.  You  will  save  a  lot  of 
money  by  getting  a  taxi  for  the 


ride  home,  instead  of  being  ar¬ 
rested. 

Each  Tuesday  afternoon,  the 
Richmond  Newsletter  is  avail¬ 
able  in  the  lobby  of  the 
Richmond  Station.  Please  feel 
welcome  to  take  one,  or  notify 
officer  Lorie  Brophy  at  666-8028 
if  you  want  to  be  added  to  the  e- 
mail  list. 

I  have  found  3-1-1  to  be  an 
excellent  resource  number  to 
telephone  for  help.  It  is  a  cus¬ 
tomer-service-based  non-emer¬ 
gency  information  center  for  all 
City  departments  and  agencies; 
anything  from  dumped  trash  and 
tree  trimming  and  graffiti  com¬ 
plaints  to  Muni  questions. 

Calling  9-1-1  on  your  cell 
phone  works  for  emergency  ser¬ 
vices,  and  will  be  routed  to  our 
dispatch  center  on  Turk  Street. 
But,  if  you  are  on,  or  near,  a  free¬ 
way  you  may  have  your  call  di¬ 
rected  to  the  California  Highway 
Patrol  dispatch  center  in  Vallejo. 
If  CHP  is  not  what  you  are  look¬ 
ing  for,  then  you  have  another 
option  of  calling  553-8090, 
which  is  a  SF  Police 
Department’s  anonymous  emer¬ 
gency  line. 

I  would  like  to  close,  by  wish¬ 
ing  each  of  you  a  safe  new  year. 

Capt.  Jere  Williams  is  the 
commanding  officer  at  the 
Richmond  Station. 


Prop.  A  claims  strict  oversight 


Continued  from  page  2 

ous  topics  did  not  allow  any  time 
for  Brannan  to  speak.  The  mayor 
was  hesitant  to  address  the  issue 
because  he  was  being  filmed  by 
public-access  television  and  felt 
his  tacit  support  for  the  measure 
could  be  a  conflict  of  interest. 

One  of  the  claims  made  on  be¬ 
half  of  Prop.  A  is  that  property 
taxes  will  not  go  up  to  pay  for 
the  measure  because  other  city 
bonds  are  sunsetting  and  will  not 
have  to  be  paid  back  any  more. 
However,  the  property  owner’s 
tax  bill  would  come  down  with 
the  successful  repayment  of  pre¬ 
vious  bonds  if  voters  refuse  to 
support  Prop.  A,  which  requires  a 
two-thirds  vote  to  approve. 

The  bond  measure  for  the 
parks  and  open  spaces  will  have 
a  strict  accountability  structure 
set  in  place,  complete  with  com¬ 
mittees,  audits  and  reports  for  the 
public  to  review. 

Isabel  Wade,  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Neighborhood  Parks 
Council,  said  “considerable  ac¬ 
countability  language  was  added 
to  the  bond  measure.”  She  and 
the  council  were  instrumental  in 
adding  an  “opportunity  fund”  to 
the  bond  measure  so  groups  not 
on  the  project  list  can  apply  for 
matching  funds  for  their  park  im¬ 
provement  concerns. 


The  Neighborhood  Parks 
Council  is  among  71  groups  and 
organizations  endorsing  Prop.  A. 
There  are  also  many  individuals 
supporting  the  measure,  includ¬ 
ing  Dan  Hodapp,  a  senior  plan¬ 
ner  with  the  Port  of  San 
Francisco  who  spoke  to  neigh¬ 
bors  about  it. 

“Prop  A  will  not  increase 
property  taxes  and  will  be  part  of 
a  10-year  capital  plan,”  he  said. 
“Seven  and  a  half  miles  of  the 
port  of  San  Francisco  is  part  of 
the  SF  Department  of  Recreation 
and  Park  system.” 

Neighborhood  and  community 
groups,  such  as  the  Sunset 
Heights  Association  of 
Responsible  People,  Westside 
Democratic  Club  and  the 
Richmond  District  Democratic 
Club,  have  all  expressed  their 
feelings  about  the  proposition. 

The  west  side  groups  all  want¬ 
ed  improvements  made  to  the 
city’s  parks  and  recreation  areas, 
but  they  had  concerns  over  the 
fiscal  aspects  of  Prop.  A.  But  af¬ 
ter  listening  to  information  pro¬ 
vided  by  supporters,  like  Hodapp 
and  others  at  meetings  in 
December,  the  groups’  fears  were 
assayed. 

John  Barry,  a  member  of  the 
Sunset  Heights  Association  for 
Responsible  People  (SHARP), 
had  some  pointed  questions  for 


supporters  and  questioned  the 
need  for  the  proposition  on  the 
ballot. 

“Why  should  our  city  budget 
seek  a  special  bond  measure  to 
pay  for  everyday  repairs?”  Barry 
asked. 

Hodapp  answered  Barry’s 
question  by  saying  that  current 
resources  to  maintain  parks, 
playgrounds  and  open  spaces  are 
worn  out. 

“Prop  A  is  to  ensure  the  future 
of  these  areas,”  Hodapp  said. 

Barry  also  noted  the  misuse  of 
monies  from  previous  bond  mea¬ 
sures  that  voters  had  approved. 

Hodapp,  Wade  and  Brannan 
all  clarified  that  this  is  the  reason 
why  “strict  accountability”  was 
included  in  the  composition  of 
the  bond  measure.  The  criteria 
used  to  assess  accountability  was 
decided  to  be  objective,  and  not 
political.  Project  audits  would  be 
conducted  independent  of  city 
government’s  influence,  they  say. 

The  bond  will  not  be  able  to 
attend  to  all  projects  but  will  fo¬ 
cus  on  those  most  crucial. 
Brastow,  Wade,  Hodapp  and 
many  others  see  this  as  a  good 
start  in  the  right  direction. 

For  more  information  about 
Prop.  A  or  to  read  a  full  report 
about  it,  visit  the  Web  site  at 
www.sfpt.org  or  call  (415)  750- 
5105. 


For  Advertising  Results^ 

Call  The  Richmond  Review  at  831-0461 


27  Tips  to  Drive  Up  the 
Sale  Price  of  Your  Home 


San  Francisco  -  Because 
your  home  may  well  be  your 
largest  asset,  selling  it  is  proba¬ 
bly  one  of  the  most  important 
decisions  you  will  make  in 
your  life.  And,  once  you  have 
made  that  decision,  you’ll  want 
to  sell  your  home  for  the  high¬ 
est  price  in  the  shortest  time 
possible  without  compromising 
your  sanity.  Before  you  place 
your  home  on  the  market, 
here’s  a  way  to  help  you  to  be 
as  prepared  as  possible. 

To  assist  homesellers,  a  new 
industry  report  has  just  been  re¬ 
leased  called  “27  Valuable  Tips 
That  You  Should  Know  to  Get 
Your  Home  Sold  Fast  and  for 
Top  Dollar.”  It  tackles  the  im¬ 
portant  issues  you  need  to 
know  to  make  your  home  com¬ 
petitive  in  today’s  tough,  ag¬ 
gressive  marketplace. 

Through  these  27  tips,  you 
will  discover  how  to  protect 


and  capitalize  on  your  most  im¬ 
portant  investment,  reduce 
stress,  be  in  control  of  your  sit¬ 
uation,  and  make  the  most  prof¬ 
it  possible. 

In  this  report,  you’ll  discov¬ 
er  how  to  avoid  financial  disap¬ 
pointment  or  worse,  a  financial 
disaster  when  selling  your 
home.  Using  a  common-sense 
approach,  you  get  the  straight 
facts  about  what  can  make  or 
break  the  sale  of  your  home. 

You  owe  it  to  yourself  to 
learn  how  these  important  tips 
will  give  you  the  competitive 
edge  to  get  your  home  sold  fast 
and  for  top  dollar. 

To  hear  a  brief  recorded 
message  about  how  to  order 
your  free  copy  of  this  report, 
call  1-800-597-2108,  ID 
#3023.  You  can  call  anytime, 
24  hours  a  day,  7  days  a 
week.  Or  Visit: 
www.sfhomesellerstips.com. 


advertisement 


learning  a  game! 

TREND’S  ^  Flash  Cards 

Froscn  clfci^tivt-  lor  learning 
ba.sic  .skilLsl  TRE.M)  has  1“  titles 
for  language  utis  and  math, 
ineluding  phonie.s  and  liai  lions. 
Self-eheeking.  t [uk  k-s< tri ing 
cards.  Fun  activities 
inejuded 
indi%)dua 
gntup  pn 

l  O"-' 

shoes 


Educational  Exchange 

600  35th  Ave.  •  (415)752-3302 


OPEN 

LATE! 

11  a.m.  to 
3  a.m.  daily 

FREE 

DELIVERY 


Pizza  •  Appetizers  •  Sandwiches 
Fresh  Fish  and  Meat  Dishes 
Pasta  •  Desserts 


I 

I 

I 

I 

b 


Pizza  Slice  Deal 

Buy  1  Slice,  Get  One  Free! 

Expires  1/31/08 


Ti 

I 

I 

I 

I 

J 


4724  Geary  Blvd.  (at  11th  Ave.) 
CALL  FOR  DELIVERY  at  (415)  752-8800 
or  toll-free  at  (888)  777-4992 
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City  Hall 


Supervisor  Jake  McGoldrick  _ 

Working  on  voter  wishes 


As  the  new  year  is  upon  us,  I 
have  been  thinking  about  the  pri¬ 
orities  I  will  be  focusing  on  in 
my  eighth  and  final  year  in  of¬ 
fice.  Our  work  on  the  City’s 
2008/09  fiscal  budget  priorities 
looms  before  us,  of  course,  as 
does  the  work  we  continue  to  do 
for  other  vital  services  to  serve 
San  Francisco  residents. 

But  more  specifically,  I  have 
been  thinking  about  the  very 
clear  messages  received  from  the 


San  Francisco  voters  this  past 
November  ballot.  My  initiatives 
on  the  ballot  seem  to  have  struck 
a  chord  with  voters. 

Proposition  B,  which  passed 
with  a  71  percent  margin, 
showed  that  voters  were  eager  to 
take  politics  out  of  the  job  of  ad¬ 
vising  city  government.  We  codi¬ 
fied  and  clarified  an  appoint¬ 
ment/reappointment  process  for 
charter-created  commissions  that 
had  previously  been  subject  to 


political  whim.  The  important 
work  that  is  done  by  advisory 
bodies  such  as  the  SF  Public 
Utilities  Commission,  the  SF 
Police  Commission  and  SF 
Planning  Commission  makes  it 
clear  that  the  more  independent 
we  make  commissioners,  the 
more  clarity  the  advisor  can 
bring  to  the  table. 

Fh'oposition  K  called  for  a 
hold  on  the  number  of  advertise¬ 
ments  on  street  furniture  in  San 
Francisco.  Sixty  one  percent  of 
voters  agreed  that  the  unique 
beauty  of  San  Francisco  must  be 
preserved,  and  asked  that  city  of¬ 
ficials  not  sell  public  space  off  to 
the  highest  bidder.  This  hope,  for 
an  uncluttered,  less  commercial 
San  Francisco  is  evident,  despite 
an  expensive,  misleading  cam¬ 
paign  against  the  proposition  by 
Clear  Channel.  I  am  oveijoyed  to 
see  that  San  Franciscans  are 
sharp  and  unwavering  in  their 
commitment  to  San  Francisco’s 
beauty. 

These  themes  -  preservation 
of  good  government  and  preser¬ 
vation  of  the  uniqueness  of  San 
Francisco  -  will  continue  to  mark 
the  work  that  comes  out  of  my 
office.  I  have  introduced  many 
pieces  of  legislation  that  will  be 
considered  in  the  next  few 
months,  some  of  which  may  be 
on  the  June  ballot,  that  are  whol¬ 
ly  informed  by  San  Francisco 
values.  In  this  vein,  I  also  recent¬ 
ly  supported  a  charter  amend¬ 
ment  that  will  fund  more  afford¬ 
able  housing,  requiring  more  in¬ 
clusive  and  thorough  planning 
for  affordable  housing,  in  an  ef¬ 
fort  to  preserve  a  mix  of  socio¬ 
economic,  racial  and  cultural  di¬ 
versity  within  our  City.  This 
charter  amendment  will  be 
placed  on  the  November  ballot. 

Climate  Change  and 
Local  Efforts 

In  the  early  part  of  December, 

I  traveled  to  London  in  my  ca¬ 
pacity  as  chairman  of  the  San 
Francisco  Transportation 
Authority,  to  attend  the 
Workshop  on  Transport  and 
Congestion  of  the  C40  Group. 


Attention  Locals! 

You  are  invited  to  visit  Cliff  House  to  pick 
up  a  special  "VIP  Local"  Guest  Card.  Stop  by 
the  reception  desk  at  the  main  entrance  to 
take  advantage'of  this  exclusive  offer. 

During  December  and  January,  every 
Monday  through  Thursday,  your  card  will 
be  valid  for  10%  off  dinner  in  The  Bistro 
Restaurant  and  Sutro's  at  the  Cliff  House.* 

Your"VIP  Local"card  will  also  give  you  access 
to  select  "locals  only"  promotions  that  we 
will  offer  throughout  the  coming  year. 

415-386-3330 

www.CliffHouse.com 


2004 


This  is  a  limited  invitation  for  local  residents  only! 


*Not  valid  on  Friday,  Saturday,  Sunday  &  Holidays.  Cannot  be  combined  with  other  offers. 


The  workshop  brings  together 
representatives  from  40  major 
cities  around  the  world  to  coordi¬ 
nate  efforts  to  combat  climate 
change  through  concrete  mea¬ 
sures  that  can  be  taken  locally. 

Organized  by  the  Climate 
Leadership  Group  of  the  Clinton 
Foundation,  the  workshop  was 
devoted  entirely  to  the  discussion 
of  local  programs  and  actions  in 
the  transportation  arena.  I  was 
joined  by  the  authority  director 
and  staff  as  well  as  key  staff  peo¬ 
ple  appointed  by  Mayor  Gavin 
Newsom  to  attend  the  confer¬ 
ence. 

The  invitation-only  workshop 
was  co-hosted  by  the  mayor  of 
London,  Ken  Livingston,  and  the 
vice-mayor  of  Stockholm,  Ulla 
Hamilton.  There  were  represen¬ 
tatives  in  attendance  from  every 
continent;  North,  Central  and 
South  America,  Europe,  Asia, 
Africa  and  Australia.  North 
America  was  represented  by 
New  York,  San  Francisco,  Los 
Angeles  and  Toronto. 

The  U.S.  was  the  only  country 
represented  at  the  conference 
which  has  not  yet  signed  the 
Kyoto  Treaty  on  climate  change. 

The  program  included  ses¬ 
sions  where  we  were  able  to 


compare  notes  on  topics  such  as 
congestion  management,  bus 
rapid  transit  applications,  parking 
management  and  pedestrian  and 
bicycle  programs  -  including  the 
latest  on  the  implementation  of 
municipal  bicycle  rental  pro¬ 
grams  to  encourage  use  of  public 
transportation  and  bicycles  in 
combination. 

There  were  significant  discus¬ 
sions  devoted  to  financing  mech¬ 
anisms  and  analysis  of  cost-re¬ 
duction  measures  undertaken  by 
C40  members  that  can  be  repli¬ 
cated  elsewhere.  The  visit  also 
included  an  in-depth  tour  of 
London’s  centralized  traffic  oper¬ 
ations  center,  soon  to  provide 
traffic  control  for  all  transit  vehi¬ 
cles  and  cars,  as  well  as  a  tour  of 
the  Alexander  Dennis  motor 
coach  plant. 

We  all  left  the  conference  with 
an  overwhelming  sense  of  the  ur¬ 
gency  to  do  something  about  the 
accelerating  pace  of  climate 
change,  but  also  with  a  sense  of 
hope  that  there  are  many  con¬ 
crete  things  we  can  do  at  the  lo¬ 
cal  level,  if  only  we  can  commit 
ourselves  to  them. 

San  Francisco  Supervisor 
Jake  McGoldrick  represents 
District  1. 


Public  to  help  Academy's 
'great  migration' 


To  celebrate  the  end  of  one 
historical  chapter  and  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  another,  the  public  is  in¬ 
vited  to  the  day-long  closing  cel¬ 
ebration  of  the  temporary 
California  Academy  of  Sciences 
at  875  Howard  St.  on  Sunday, 
Jan.  6,  from  10  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 

Festivities  will  include  talks 
about  the  complex  moving  pro¬ 
cess,  slideshows  and  arts  and 
crafts.  After  that,  the  Academy 
will  close  its  doors  to  the  public 
as  all  38,000  live  animals,  20 
million  research  specimens  and 
the  rest  of  the  museum  are 
packed  up  and  moved  to  its  new 
home  in  Golden  Gate  Park, 


In  celebration  of  the  lunar 
new  year,  members  of  the  public 
are  invited  to  share  the  excite¬ 
ment  of  the  traditional  Chinese 
lion  dance,  which  features  drums 
and  gongs  that  ward  off  evil  spir¬ 
its  and  bring  good  luck  and  good 
fortune. 


which  will  open  late  2008. 

For  visitors  who  bring  a 
“housewarming”  gift  from  the 
Academy’s  “wish  list,”  admis¬ 
sion  will  be  free  on  Sunday,  Jan. 
6.  The  wish  list  -  which  includes 
items  such  as  wader  boots  for  bi¬ 
ologists,  butterfly  nets  and  cloth 
diapers  for  penguin  chicks  -  is 
available  online  at  www.cala- 
cademy.org.  For  all  other  visi¬ 
tors,  standard  admission  fees  ap¬ 
ply,  which  are  $10  adults;  $6.50 
for  youths  ages  12  -  17,  students 
with  valid  ID  and  seniors  65  and 
older;  $2  for  children  ages  4  - 
11;  and  free  for  children  3  years 
of  age  and  younger. 

to  perform 

Lion  dancer  performances 
will  be  held  on  Saturday,  Jan.  12, 
at  the  Presidio  Branch  Library, 
3150  Sacramento  St.,  at  10:30 
a.m.;  Park  Branch  Library,  1833 
Page  St.,  at  11:30  a.m.;  and  the 
Anza  Branch  Library,  550  37th 
Ave.,  at  1:30  p.m. 


Lion  dancers 


^  READING,  WRIUNG 

si  MATH,  SPELLING 

si  PHONICS,  STUDY  SKILLS 

si  STATE  TESTING  PREP 

si  CONFIDENCE,  NOTATION, 
SELF-ESTEEM 

63  SAT  &  ACT 


If  your  CHILD 
is  STRUGGLING 
in  school, 
SUCCESS 
starts  HERE. 

When  your  child  isn’t  getting  the  grades 
you  think  he  or  she  should,  call 
Huntington  Learning  Center. 

Our  certified  teachers  can  find  out  what's 
holding  your  child  back  and  create  an 
individualized  program  of  instruction 
designed  io  fix  the  problem. 

Just  a  few  hours  a  week  at  Huntington  can 
improve  your  child’s  learning  skills,  so  your 
child  can  overcome  frustration  with  school,  as 
well  as  develop  confidence  and  motivation. 


Call  Huntington  today.  We’re 
nearby  and  afl'ordable.  We  know 
your  child  can  succeed  in 
school,  because  we  know  your 
child  can  learn. 


$50  OFF 

Diagnostic 

Evaluation 


Huntington 

LEARNING“^CENTER- 


1-800-CAN  LEARN 


3380  Geary  Blvd.  (at  Commonwealth  Ave.) 

415-386-8800 

Independently  owned  and  operated  ©2008  Huntington  Learning  Center^  Inc. 
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Commentary 

Angela  Tsang 

Building  community 


Richmond  District  residents: 
Take  a  stroll  along  30th  Avenue 
on  any  given  day  and  you’ll  en¬ 
counter  a  food  pantry  for  local 
seniors  at  the  Richmond  District 
Neighborhood  Center,  then  a  free 
digital  arts  class  at  the  Richmond 
Village  Beacon  Center  for  high- 


school-age  youth,  and,  just  down 
the  block,  an  after-school  pro¬ 
gram  at  Presidio  Middle  School 
where  students  receive  intensive 
tutoring  and  enrichment  activi¬ 
ties. 

Yet,  despite  the  array  of  re¬ 
sources  available  to  San 


Francisco  families,  many  are  of¬ 
ten  unaware  of  these  services. 

The  Department  of  Children, 
Youth,  and  Family  (DCYF)  rec¬ 
ognized  the  need  for  improved 
communication  and  coordination 
among  organizations  serving 
children,  youth  and  families 
when  it  held  23  community 
meetings  in  2006  to  assess  the 
concerns  and  challenges  of  San 
Francisco  residents. 

Time  and  time  again,  every¬ 
one  from  teenagers  to  service 
providers  told  DCYF  that  they 
wanted  a  way  to  know  “what  is 
going  on  in  my  neighborhood.” 

In  response,  DCYF  decided  in 
2007  to  fund  20  community  con- 


Assembly 

Assemblywoman  Fiona  Ma 

Unscrupulous  locksmiths 


Many  of  you,  I  am  sure,  have 
had  to  go  through  the  awful  ex¬ 
perience  of  getting  locked  out  of 
your  house  or  car  and  left  only 
with  the  option  of  calling  a  lock¬ 
smith  to  get  back  in.  As  if  the 
headache  was  not  enough  - 
imagine  if  you  were  charged 
more  than  double  the  going  rate 
by  the  locksmith  service  you  re¬ 
ceived.  Shockingly,  this  is  an  all 
too  common  occurrence  for 
many  California  residents. 

Earlier  last  year,  during  a 
meeting  with  San  Francisco 
small  business  owners,  it  was 
brought  to  my  attention  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  unlicensed  locksmith  ac¬ 
tivity  in  the  City.  Granted,  lock¬ 
smith  service  is  not  always  the 
first  thing  to  come  to  mind  when 


you  think  of  a  consumer  rip  off. 
However,  after  watching  numer¬ 
ous  reports  in  the  media  and 
meeting  with  district  business 
owners  and  the  California 
Locksmith  Association,  I  have 
decided  to  tackle  this  issue  head 
on  by  introducing  a  very  impor¬ 
tant  piece  of  consumer  protection 
legislation. 

Last  year,  KGO  television’s 
“Seven  on  Your  Side”  uncovered 
that  of  the  2,300  locksmiths  list¬ 
ed  in  the  San  Francisco  yellow 
pages  only  about  7  percent  actu¬ 
ally  had  a  license  to  practice  the 
trade.  “Seven  on  Your  Side”  also 
submitted  a  public  records  re¬ 
quest  to  the  State  Board  of 
Equalization,  the  state  agency  in 
charge  of  collecting  sales  taxes. 


and  discovered  that  anywhere 
from  75  to  93  percent  of  the  San 
Francisco  locksmiths  listed  on 
yellowpages.com  don’t  even 
have  permits  to  collect  taxes. 

This  means  that  consumers 
are  not  only  being  overcharged 
for  services  that  are  incomplete 
or  insufficient,  but  the  state  is 
also  losing  money  because  these 
unlicensed  businesses  are  collect¬ 
ing  taxes  from  customers  and 
pocketing  the  money  for  them¬ 
selves.  What  makes  this  worse  is 
the  fact  that  these  fictitious  busi¬ 
nesses  list  a  fake  address  or  none 
at  all. 

This  month,  I  will  be  intro¬ 
ducing  legislation  that  will  re¬ 
vamp  the  entire  law  on  lock¬ 
smiths,  including  strengthening 
enforcement  provisions  and  in¬ 
creasing  fines  for  unlicensed  ac¬ 
tivity.  One  of  the  major  problems 
with  the  current  law  is  that  the 
fine  for  unlicensed  activity  is 
only  $1,000.  This  fine  is  merely  a 
slap  on  the  wrist  for  someone 
who  can  make  much  more  than 
that  in  one  service  call  where  a 

Continued  on  page  10 


veners  based  at  different  regions 
of  the  City  to  focus  on  strength¬ 
ening  the  connections  between 
community-based  organizations 
and  raising  awareness  among 
youth  and  families  about  the  ser¬ 
vices  in  their  neighborhoods. 

The  Richmond  District 
Neighborhood  Center  was  one  of 
20  organizations  selected  to  hire 
and  employ  a  community  con¬ 
vener  serving  the  Richmond 
District,  Presidio  and  Pacific 
Heights  communities. 

As  a  youngster  who  has 
grown  up  in  the  Richmond 
District  and  attended  Presidio 
Middle  School  and  Washington 
High  School,  it  has  been  a  great 
pleasure  to  take  on  the  communi¬ 
ty  convener  position.  I’m  excited 
both  to  return  to  my  old  stomp¬ 
ing  grounds  and  to  figure  out 
strategies  to  develop  a  cohesive 
neighborhood  network  of  ser¬ 
vices  to  support  youth  and  fami¬ 
lies. 

Below  is  a  list  of  four  projects 
that  I  am  currently  working  on  to 
build  closer  ties  and  partnerships 
among  service  providers  in  the 
three  communities: 

•  A  resource  guide  that  acts  as 
a  one-stop  shop  to  learn  about 
programs  in  the  Richmond, 
Presidio,  and  Pacific  Heights; 

•  Monthly  meetings  with  a 


coalition  of  service  providers. 
Through  these  meetings,  I  hope 
to  provide  a  forum  for  agencies 
to  communicate  and  connect; 

•  Community  gatherings  to 
foster  informal  networking  and 
relationship-building; 

•  Informational  tours  based  on 
citywide  and  neighborhood-spe¬ 
cific  issues  affecting  youth  and 
families. 

On  a  personal  level,  I  believe 
strongly  that  increased  collabora¬ 
tion  and  cooperation  between 
service  providers  is  essential  to 
meeting  the  multiple  needs  of  the 
families  that  we  assist.  Within 
my  family,  if  there  hadn’t  been 
affordable  child  care  in  the 
Presidio  for  my  younger  brother 
and  after-school  programs  for  me 
to  join  at  Washington,  I  know  it 
would  have  been  far  more  chal¬ 
lenging  for  my  mom  to  raise  us 
on  her  own. 

In  the  coming  months,  I  look 
forward  to  sharing  with  all  of 
you  updates  about  this  exciting 
new  project. 

Angela  Tsang  is  a  community 
convener  working  with  the 
Mayor’s  Department  of 
Children,  Youth  and  Families 
(DCYF).  For  more  information, 
call  751-6600  or  e-mail  an- 
gela@rdnc.org. 


Body^Core 


S.f. 


Think  outside 
the  gym. 


Outdoor  Fitness  Bootcamps  and  Personal  Training 


Sigri'Up  Now!  — >  www.BodyCoreSF.com 
email:  info@bodycoresf.com  call:  415.370.1909 


5723  Geary  Blvd.  (@22nd) 

San  Francisco,  CA  94121 
(415)  386-2777 

Open  Daily  11 :30am  ~  closing 

www.kitarosushi.com 


KXMTo 


(415)  386-2777 

Dine  in  or  To-Go  15%OFF 


Not  valid  with  any  other  offer  or  combine. 
One  order  per  coupon  per  visit. 

EXP.  2/15/2008 


A  Tray  $21 .95  with  coupon 

Call  in  advance  .  To-Go  only 

Valid  7  days.  NOt  valid  with  any  other  offer. 
EXP.  3/15/2008 


(4,5)386-2777 

Happy  Tray  $14.95  with  coupon 

Call  in  advance  .  To-Go  only 

Valid  7  days.  NOt  valid  with  any  other  offer. 
EXP.  3/15/2008 


Not  valid  with  any  other  offer  or  combine. 
One  order  per  coupon  per  visit. 

EXP  3/15/2008 


Call  in  advance  .  To-Go  only 

Valid  7  days.  NOt  valid  with  any  other  offer. 
EXP,  3/15/2008 


Call  in  advance  .  To-Go  only 

Valid  7  days,  NOt  valid  with  any  other  offer. 
EXP.  3/15/2008 


(->’=)  388-2777 

Golden  Tray  $22.95  with  coupon 


338-3377 

Mix  Tray  $25.95  with  coupon 


(All  Cooked) 
with  coupon 

$22.95 


Mix  Tray  $M 

with  coupon 


with  coupon 

$21.95 


Happy  Tray  $JXt 

(48p  California  Roll) 

with  coupon 


(415)  386-2777 

Dine  in  or  To-Go  15%OFF 


Prices  are  subject  to  change  without  notice. 
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'American  Inventor'  warns  of  lead  dangers 


Photo:  iohn  Oppenhoimer 


Rayfil  Wong,  who  is  concerned  about  the  health  dan¬ 
gers  of  lead,  checks  out  toys  at  a  department  store. 


by  Jeremiah  Michaels 

There  is  an  ambitious  young 
man  on  the  loose,  and  he  is  out  to 
help  you. 

Rayfil  Wong  has  created  a 
Web  site  to  warn  people  about 
the  dangers  of  lead,  particularly 
in  toys,  he  has  been  on  a  national 
television  show  with  his  unique 
invention,  and  he  helps  develop 
small  business. 

Wong  was  bom  in  Hong  Kong 
and  moved  to  San  Francisco 
when  he  was  five  years  old.  He 
attended  schools  in  the  west  side 
of  the  City  and  the  University  of 


California  at  Berkeley,  where  he 
graduated  in  2000. 

While  at  Berkeley,  Wong 
joined  Alpha  Phi  Omega,  a  fra¬ 
ternity  that  focuses  on  volun- 
teerism.  He  also  volunteered  at 
homeless  shelters  while  at  Saint 
Ignatius  College  Preparatory  in 
the  Sunset  District.  He  says  “ev¬ 
erything  ties  into”  his  interests 
and  applies  to  the  degree  he 
earned  while  at  UC  Berkeley. 

Wong’s  taste  for  business 
comes  from  watching  his  father 
open  restaurants  in  Hong  Kong 
when  he  was  young. 

“I  like  the  speed  of  small  busi¬ 


ness,”  Wong  said. 

He  worked  for  many  compa¬ 
nies  before  settling  into  his  role 
as  a  full-time  activist. 

“When  you  work  in  big  busi¬ 
ness,  you  have  a  lot  of  re¬ 
sources,”  said  Wong.  “In  small 
business,  you  don’t  need  two  sig¬ 
natures  to  do  anything.  There’s 
less  red  tape.”^ 

The  focus  of  his  business  life 
now  is  helping  what  he  describes 
as  “mom  and  pop”  ventures.  He 
is  currently  working  on  a  new 
food-networking  Web  site  called 
campusfork.com. 

“It  is  aimed  at  people  who 
want  to  eat  for  under  $9,”  he 
said. 

Another  of  Wong’s  Web  sites, 
thoughtfully  called  the  Lead 
Doctor,  is  full  of  facts  that  par¬ 
ents  can  use  to  inform  them¬ 
selves  about  the  dangers  of  lead. 
In  the  site,  there  is  a  link  to  a 
lead  testing  site  and  a  link  to  an 
updated  list  of  recalled  toys. 

On  Aug.  21,  the  United  States 
Consumer  Product  Safety 
Commission  (CPSC),  according 
to  its  Web  site,  announced  that 
Mattel  Incorporated  was  recall¬ 
ing  nine  million  of  its  toys  be¬ 
cause  they  contained  high  con¬ 
centrations  of  lead. 

The  American  Academy  of 
Pediatrics  states  that  children  ex¬ 
posed  to  lead  at  an  early  age  can 
develop  neurological  disorders 
and  decreased  intellectual  levels. 
The  SF  Department  of  Public 
Health  reports  that  as  many  as 
414  children  per  year  test  posi¬ 
tive  for  lead. 

“There  are  young  children  all 
over  the  world  exposed  to  lead 
contamination,”  Wong  said. 

Identifying  as  a  Chinese 
American,  he  sees  how  the  recall 


is  affecting  the  U.S.  toy  market 
and  Chinese  manufacmrers  over¬ 
seas.  On  his  Web  site  leaddr.com, 
he  posted  a  story  about  a  chief 
executive  officer  in  a  Chinese  toy 
company  committing  suicide  af¬ 
ter  news  of  the  recall  broke. 

“People  over  there  are  ex¬ 
posed  to  lead,  too,”  said  Wong. 

Joe  Walseth,  health  program 
coordinator  at  the  San  Francisco 
Childhood  Lead  Prevention 
Program,  said  lead  exposure  is 
still  a  problem  in  San  Francisco. 
Walseth’s  program  has  identified 
more  than  200  children  with  ele¬ 
vated  levels  of  lead  in  their  blood 
so  far  this  year. 

Lead  paint  was  outlawed  in 
1978,  but  more  than  90  percent 
of  the  houses  built  in  the  City 
were  built  before  then.  Walseth 
said  old  paint  is  a  major  source 
of  the  problem. 

“Everyone  should  be  aware 
that  lead  in  consumer  products 


can  be  a  problem,”  Walseth  said. 

Wong  was  featured  on  the 
television  show  “American 
Inventor,”  which  aired  in  June 
2007.  The  casting  call  was  held 
at  the  Hyatt  Regency  Hotel  and 
some  600  people  were  in  atten¬ 
dance.  Wong  beat  out  a  majority 
of  the  field  with  his  invention, 
the  sober  key. 

The  sober  key  is  a  device  that 
prevents  drivers  from  having  ac¬ 
cess  to  their  car  keys  when  they 
are  legally  intoxicated.  His  robot 
dance,  performed  in  front  of 
judges  that  included  former 
heavyweight  boxing  champion 
and  inventor  George  Foreman, 
has  been  watched  more  than 
54,000  times  on  youtube.com. 

Wong  says  he  is  passionate 
about  helping  the  little  guy. 

“If  not  me,  who?”  Wong  asks. 
“If  not  now,  when?” 

Rayfil  Wong’s  lead  doctor 
Web  site  is  at  www.leaddr.com. 


CAF^  &  DELI 

Quality,  fresh  food  with  a  friendly  tituch! 

*CaU  us  for  all  of  your  catering  needs! 

*Open  7  Days:  6:30  a.m.  -  5  p.na. 

6000  Caiifomia  St.@  22nd  Ave.,TeL  22 1-7801 

Quit  Smoking  in  One  Session 

Dr.  Jonathon  D.  Gray  •  Hypnosis 
San  Francisco  •  563-2333 

Addictions  •  Stress  Reduction 
Pain  Control  •  Weight  Control 
Phobias  •  Optimum  Performance 


"San  Francisco  is  our  (green)  home." 


Meet  Elena  Asturias  and  Eduardo  Paniagua 

Owners,  Paniagua  Construction,  tnc. 

When  Eduardo  and  Elena  started  a  residential  construction  business  in  1994,  one  of  their  first 
clients  insisted  on  solar  power.  They  were  sold  on  building  green  and  contributing  to  quality 
of  life.  Last  year,  as  an  investment,  they  began  renovating  a  fixer  in  Eureka  Valley  using  natural 
materials  including  wood  and  marble  finishes,  and  installing  cotton-based  insulation,  radiant 
heated  floors,  and  solar  panels  that  produce  energy  to  power  2  houses.  When  looking  for  an 
agent  to  sell  their  masterpiece,  they  chose  an  energy-efficient  Zephyr  Agent  who  powered 
up  six  offers  over  the  $2  million  plus  asking  price. 

Zephyr  Real  Bstate. 

We're  aH  about  San  Fiancisco 

www.zephyrsf.com 


ZEPHYR 

REAL  ESTATE 


Pacific  Heights  •  41S.674.6500 
Upper  Market  •  415.552.9500 
Upper  Market/Castro  •  415.552.9500 
West  of  Twin  Peaks  •  415.731.5000 
Noe  Valley  •  415.695.7707 
PotreroHill  •  415.824.7200 
South  Beach/SOMA  •  415.905.0250 


When  you  go  to  the  Polls  on  February  5, 
the  Chamber  recommends... 

Yes  on  A:  Fix  our  Parks 

Proposition  A  will  extend  critically  important  park  and 
recreation  center  repairs  and  improvements  to  every  city 
neighborhood  and  create  new  parks  along  the  eastern 
waterfront  -  all  with  no  increase  in  the  property  tax  rate. 

Yes  on  B:  Keep  Police  on  the  Street 
San  Francisco  is  short  up  to  300  police  officers,  with  600 
more  set  to  retire  in  the  next  four  years.  Proposition  B  will 
encourage  experienced  police  officers  to  postpone  retirement 
to  give  increased  recruitment  a  chance  to  reduce  the 
shortage,  all  at  no  additional  cost  to  the  pension  plan. 

No  on  C:  Keep  Alcatraz  in  the  National  Park  System 
Proposition  C  would  make  it  city  policy  to  urge  the  National 
Park  Service  to  give  Alcatraz  Island  to  the  city  for  a  peace  and 
mediation  center.  Alcatraz  is  a  National  Landmark,  part  of 
Golden  Gate  National  Park  and  should  remain  that  way. 

FRANCISCO 

HMB  k  CHAMBER  OF  COMMERCE 

Where  tm»rt  business  iterti  Pdid  for  by  the  21st  Century  Pof'tKel  Acttoo  Cofnfnmee 
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Fencing  teacher  helps  students 
overcome  fear  of  boundaries 


by  Ed  Moy 

“It’s  not  really  external  obsta¬ 
cles,”  says  Richmond/Sunset 
Recreational  Center  volunteer 
fencing  instructor  Alfred  Louie. 
“It’s  really  obstacles  you  place 
on  yourself.” 

Since  picking  up  his  first  foil 
at  age  10,  Louie  has  evolved  into 
not  only  a  fencing  instructor  but 
a  teacher  of  life. 

Like  many  of  his  students,  the 
31 -year-old  Louie  began  taking 
lessons  in  an  after-school  pro¬ 
gram.  It  was  at  the  Chinatown 
YMCA,  with  Connie  Yu  from 
The  Fencing  Center,  where  he 
developed  his  love  for  the  sport. 

From  there  Louie  fenced  at 
Letterman  Fencing,  located  at  the 
Presidio,  with  Gerard  Esponda 
and  Dr.  WilUam  O’Brien. 

In  high  school,  Louie  would 
become  a  three-time  All-City 
Individual  Fencing  Champion  for 
the  Lowell  High  School  Varsity 
Fencing  Team,  which  was  over¬ 
seen  by  Kathy  Kruson,  from 
Haberstadt. 

After  college,  where  Louie 
fenced  for  the  UC-Davis  Fencing 
Club,  he  got  a  job  in  Los 
Angeles,  where  he  taught  and 
fenced  at  the  Westside  Fencing 
Club  (now  LAIFC  and  Beverly 
Hills  Fencing  Club). 

But  the  San  Francisco  native 
eventually  came  home  to  teach 
the  sport  at  recreation  centers  in 
the  Richmond  and  Sunset  dis¬ 
tricts. 

“Teaching  is  my  way  of  giv¬ 
ing  back  not  only  to  the  sport  of 
fencing  but  also  to  my  home¬ 
town,”  Louie  said. 

Currently,  young  fencers  in 
.San  Francisco  have  only  two  op¬ 
tions:  fencing  at  school  and  pri¬ 
vate  club  fencing.  Louie  hopes  to 
offer  the  third  option  of  commu¬ 
nity  fencing  through  his  pro¬ 
grams  being  facilitated  by  the  SF 
Recreation  and  Park  Department. 

“In  my  opinion,  students 
should  use  all  three  available  op¬ 
tions  because  they  all  offer  great 
facilities,  teaching,  coaching  and 
atmosphere,”  Louie  says. 
‘.‘Generally,  most  private  fencing 
clubs  offer  better-quality  train¬ 
ing,  facilities,  schedules  and 
competitive  fencing.  They  attract 
the  best  coaches  and  supply  the 
best  equipment  and  faculty. 
School  sports  offer  an  average 
quality  because  of  school  sched¬ 
ules  and  modest  funding.  School 
fencing  is  supported  by  limited 
public  funding  but  they  provide 
fencing  for  students  with  a  low 
initial  cost.  Unfortunately,  school 
fencing  isn’t  a  year-round  sport 
and  students  are  usually  rushed 
with  their  training.  There  is  also 
limited  availability  of  coaches 
and  fencing  staff  that  can  accom¬ 
modate  a  school’s  schedule  and 
budget.” 

According  to  Louie,  commu¬ 
nity  fencing  is  usually  considered 
to  be  “recreational”  and  non¬ 
competitive  because  it’s  free. 
Since  there  is  no  true  commit¬ 
ment  by  some  students  or  coach¬ 
es,  the  quality  level  sometimes 
reflects  this  commitment  and  it  is 
seen  only  as  an  exotic  alternative 
to  the  more  popular  American 
sports  of  basketball,  football, 
baseball  and  soccer. 

“Fencing  is  its  own  special 
type  of  sport,”  Louie  says.  “It’s 
one-on-one.  The  training  is  team 
related  so  you  do  train  as  a  team, 
but  when  you’re  fencing  or  duel¬ 
ing  with  another  opponent  it’s 
one-on-one.  When  you’re  fenc¬ 
ing  an  opponent,  sometimes  it’s 


Photo:  Maureen  McGettigan 

Fencing  instructor  Alfred  Louie  (right)  gives  fencing 
tips  to  his  students. 


more  than  athletic  skill.  It’s  a 
spiritual  battle  within  yourself.” 

With  that  in  mind,  Louie  con¬ 
tinues  to  fight  to  change  the  role 
of  community  fencing. 

“I  believe  that  community 
fencing  can  fill  a  gap  between 
school  fencing  and  private  fenc¬ 
ing  clubs.  We  can  provide  com¬ 
petitive  training  for  those  with 
modest  budgets.  We  have  stu¬ 
dents  that  fence  at  Washington, 
Balboa  and  Galileo  high  schools. 
City  College,  SF  State 
University,  GGFC  and 
Haberstadt.  Students  of  all  levels 
and  budgets  can  benefit  from 
community  fencing.” 

As  a  life-long  student  of  the 
history  and  traditions  in  the  fight¬ 
ing  arts,  Louie  often  has  his  fenc¬ 
ing  students  read  classic  books, 
such  as  the  “Book  of  Five 
Rings,”  which  some  consider  a 
definitive  text  on  the  Japanese 
samurai’s  philosophy  of  life  ad 
fighting. 

Louie  enjoys  teaching  his  stu¬ 
dents. 

“They’re  teaching  me  about 
themselves  and  I’m  teaching 
them  about  myself,”  Louie  phi¬ 
losophizes.  “That  relationship 


between  the  teacher  and  student, 
and  student  and  teacher  is  what  I 
cherish  -  that  is  more  valuable 
than  just  winning.” 

Louie’s  belief  that  fencing  is 
a  means  to  train  for  anything  a 
person  may  encounter  in  daily 
life  also  keeps  him  going  when 
the  obstacles  and  challenges  get 
bigger. 

“It’s  your  spirit  that  has  to  in¬ 
voke  itself  to  go  beyond  its  own 
limitations  when  you  fence 
someone  that  is  better  than  you, 
bigger  than  you,  faster  than 
you,”  Louie  says.  “What  is  it 
going  to  take  from  your  spirit  to 
overcome  these  obstacles? 
Usually  it’s  within  yourself  - 
that  is  the  battle  that  you’re 
fencing  against,  not  really  the 
opponent  you’re  fighting.  So 
you’re  constantly  pushing  your¬ 
self  to  overcome  these  bound¬ 
aries  within  your  own  mind. 
That’s  what  I  think  is  special 
about  fencing.” 

Louie  is  currently  waiting 
for  the  new  schedule  at  the 
Richmond  Recreation  Center  to 
be  released.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion  about  upcoming  classes, 
call  (415)  225-9220. 


ALATN  PINEL 


Usually,  the  real  estate  market  is  most  active 
twice  a  year.  The  Fall  and  Spring. 

At  this  time,  people  have  the  time  and  energy 
to  focus  on  these  important  matters. 

What  does  this  mean? 

In  the  Fall  and  the  Spring: 

•  Sellers  have  good  chances  to  get  great  prices. 

•  Buyers  need  quality  information. 

A  well-marketed  property  sells  quickly. 

Call  Bruce  to  succeed  as  a  buyer  or  seller. 
Now  is  the  time  to  plan. 

Have  the  right  agent  on  your  side. 

That's  Bruce. 

Bruce  McKleroy 

415.353.5781 

bmckleroy@apr.com 
McKleroy.com 


apr.com  San  Francisco  Office  3701  Buchanan  St.  415.923.9700 


Your  Future  Needs  English 

✓  9  levels  of  conversational  English  classes. 

✓  Specialists  in  TOEFL  preparation. 

✓  Business  English  for  foreign  students. 

✓  Morning,  afternoon  and  evening  classes  (year-round  program). 
/  First  4  hours  FREE! 

✓  TOEIC  preparation. 

✓  GMAT/GRE  preparation. 

Authorized  under  federal  law  to  enroll  non-immigrant  alien  students. 


'Toe;  FL  Tie.-  ^ 

San  Francisco 
Institute  of  English 

Since  1987 

3301  Balboa  St. 

Call  for  free  brochure  750-1755 

E-mail:  info@sfie.net 
Fax:  750-9939 


PRESIDIO  CAFE 

Presidio  Golf  Course  &  Clubhouse 
Casual  Dining  with  an  Eclectic  Flair! 


Sunday  Supper 

January  13 

Served  family  style  from  5-7 
Explore  our  wine  list  with  bottles  50%  off! 

$20  for  adults  and  $12  for  12  and  under 
Call  for  reservations 

Sojourn  into  Sonoma 

Wine  Tasting  Seminar 
Wednesday,  January  16, 6-8  pm 
Reservations  required  -  $25pp 
561-4661,  ext.  209 
Live  Jazz  Brunch  Every  Sunday! 

300  Finley  Road  @  Arguello  Gate 

I  Open  Daily  to  the  Public  -  Complimentary  Parking  ■ 


□CEAN  BEACH 


»BESI  SANDWICHES  IN  TOE  RICHMOND  DISTRICT 

Fresh  Roosted  Turkey  Breast  Sonduulchcs. 
Sourdough  Rolls  Baked  Fresh  Doily. 


SniflDS  ■  DESSERTS  "  WINE  ■  BEER  >  SOFT  DRINKS 


I V  I  urr  SANDWICH  I 

I  I  any  sandwich  SPECIALS  I 


^Not  to  be  combined  with  any  other  offer.  1  coupon  per  person.  Expires  1  /31  /68  ^ 


734  La  Playa  •  221-2031 


OPEN  7 DAYS  •  Monday  -  Saturday  830  a.m.  -  6  p.m. 
■  Sunday  1 0  a.m.  -  430  p.m. 
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Need  Expert  Professional 

Real  Estate  Services? 


C^all  John  Lee  today 
for  a  free  consultation: 


(415)447-6231 


As  your  Trusted  Advisor 

1  will  listen  carefully  to  all  your  real  estate  needs  and  desires, 
and  share  with  you  my  experience,  perspective,  and  expertise. 

As  your  Skilled  Negotiator 

I  will  help  you  explore  all  options.  I  will  respect  your 
confidentiality.  1  will  steadfastly  represent  your  best  interests. 

As  your  Expert  Facilitator 

I  will  assemble,  coordinate,  and  assist  your  team  of  service 
providers.  I  will  lead  your  transaction  to  a  successful  close. 


Smart.  Empathic. 
Experienced.  Dedicated. 


PACIFIC 

UNION 


GMAC  Real  Estate 


Seniiig  as  your  local  iiewspapei'  columnist  for  the  past  1  .i  vi  ai si 


Ready  for  a  Democratic 
White  House? 

Register  to  Vote! 

The  Presidential  Primary  is  Feb.  5th! 


Last  day  to  register  for  the  primary 
is  January  22nd 

For  a  form  or  more  information, 
visit  www.sfdemocrats.org 
or  phone  626-1161 

Matt  Tuchow 

Your  Democratic  Central  Committee  Representative 

ID#1 285378 


A 


Bernal  Journal 
Castro  Courier 
Central  City 
El  Tecolote 
Haight  Ashbury  Beat 
Marina  Times 
New  Fillmore 
North  Beach  Aquarium 
Mission  Dispatch 
Noe  Valley  Voice 
Potrero  View 
Richmond  Review 
SF  Bayview 
SF  Downtown 
Sunset  Beacon 
West  of  Twin  Peaks  Observer 
Western  Edition 
West  Portal  Monthly 


We’ve  Got 
You 

Covered! 


The  San  Francisco  Neighborhood  Newspaper 
Association  is  composed  of  1 8  local  publications, 
with  a  total  circulation  of  more  than  300,000. 

Pick  and  choose  the  neighborhoods  you  want  to 
reach.  For  more  information,  call  831-0461. 


Battle  lights  up  neighborhood 


Continued  from  page  1 

are  blocked  from  using  it  be¬ 
cause  it  is  in  constant  use  from 
those  outside  the  neighborhood. 

“All  of  the  City  is  using  our 
space.  There  is  literally  no  place 
for  the  kids  to  go,”  remarked  one 
resident.  The  resultant  loss  of 
parking  in  the  neighborhood  was 
also  mentioned. 

The  restoration  project  will 
add  new  bleachers  and  player’s 
benches,  renovate  existing  rest¬ 
rooms,  improve  landscaping  with 
softball,  soccer  and  baseball  field 
overlays,  add  new  fencing  and 
fabric,  new  lighting,  and  replace 
the  natural  grass  playing  areas 
with  synthetic  turf.  Rec.  and  Park 
estimates  the  total  cost  at  $5.15 
million. 

Most  of  the  feedback  during 
the  meeting,  however,  centered 
on  the  installation  of  new  field 
lights,  fencing  and  synthetic  turf. 
Many  felt  the  added  playing  time 
resulting  from  the  new  lights  and 
turf  would  “destroy  the  quality  of 
life  in  the  neighborhood.” 

One  resident  questioned  the 
project  entirely,  stating:  “The 
field  is  not  in  poor  shape;  if  syn¬ 
thetic  turf  is  used  it  results  in  a 
loss  of  natural  green  and  Rossi 
could  not  technically  be  called  a 
park.” 

There  were  also  complaints 
that  the  green  fabric  cover  placed 
on  the  fences  would  obstruct 
views  of  the  field. 

Rec.  and  Park  officials  coun¬ 
tered  that  synthetic  turf  reduces 
maintenance  costs  by  up  to  75 
percent.  They  added  that  a  pho¬ 
tometric  study  would  be  done  be¬ 
forehand  to  align  the  light’s 
hours  of  operation.  Having  the 
lights  on  reduces  the  incidence  of 
graffiti,  they  added. 

“Synthetic  turf  negates  mow¬ 
ing,  watering  and  fertilizing,  and 
it  increases  playing  areas  and 
time  because  there  is  no  down¬ 
time  for  maintenance  and  rain- 
caused  mud  and  holes.  Artificial 
turf  can  be  played  on  year- 
round,”  stated  Dan  Mauer,  a  Rec. 
and  Park  project  director.  “This 
is  state-of-the-art.  It  is  not 
Astroturf.  That  was  a  product  of 
the  ’70s  and  it  is  no  longer 
used.” 

The  turf,  which  is  comprised 
of  a  bed  of  synthetic  grass  over  a 
base  of  rubber  pellets  made  from 
recycled  tires,  has  been  in  use  for 
several  years  both  here  and 
abroad.  The  U.S.  Environmental 
Protection  Agency  and  numerous 
studies  have  deemed  it  safe  to 
use,  according  to  Rec.  and  Park 
officials. 

The  turf  has  been  installed  at 
several  playfields  in  the  City,  in¬ 
cluding  Garfield  Square  in  the 
Mission  District  and  Silver 
Terrace  in  the  Bayview,  and  it 
has  been  very  popular,  they  said. 

One  resident  remarked  she 
had  seen  the  new  fields  and  liked 
them  and  invited  others  to  pay  a 
visit. 

“We’ve  heard  all  of  these 
questions  and  concerns  before,” 
Agunbiade  said. 

Not  everyone  was  ready  to 
jump  on  the  bandwagon,  howev¬ 
er.  One  resident,  who  said  he  was 
a  long-time  user  of  the  city’s 
fields,  disagreed,  claiming  the 
turf  is  really  “just  a  tire  dump 
with  a  grass  mesh  on  top  of  it.” 
Displaying  photos  to  back  his  as¬ 
sertions,  he  said  the  grass  has 
been  shown  to  wear  down  very 
quickly,  exposing  the  rubber  pel¬ 
lets  underneath  and  rendering  the 
playing  area  unusable.  Some 
cities  where  the  turf  had  been  in¬ 
stalled  eventually  had  to  remove 
it,  he  said. 

According  to  Mauer,  the  turf 


Photo:  Philip  Liborio  Gang! 

Houses  along  Rossi  Avenue  are  visible  above  one  of 
the  athletic  fields  at  Rossi  Playground. 


is  guaranteed  by  the  manufactur¬ 
er  for  eight  years  and  has  a  life 
span  of  approximately  10  years. 

The  time  and  date  of  addition¬ 
al  meetings  will  be  forwarded  to 
area  residents  after  the  first  of  the 
year,  according  to  Mauer.  In  ad¬ 
dition,  no  specific  fields  will  be 
named  as  a  recipient  of  funds 
from  the  upcoming  February 


election  featuring  Proposition  A, 
the  Clean  and  Safe 
Neighborhood  Parks  Bond.  Even 
if  the  bond  measure  fails,  howev¬ 
er,  field  restorations  will  contin¬ 
ue,  according  to  the  City  Fields 
Foundation. 

For  more  information,  visit 
www.parks.sfgov.org  or 
WWW. cityfieldsfoundation.org. 


Lincoln  steps  project 


Continued  from  page  1 

Nouveau  and  the  Arts  and  Crafts 
movements.  The  stair’s  pillars, 
seating  and  retaining  wall  will  be 
clad  with  hand-crafted  tiles, 
which  will  be  crafted  with  motifs 
taken  from  the  natural  environ¬ 
ment.  She  is  also  working  on  a 
design  for  the  steps’  risers. 

“Its  very  exciting  to  have  the 
opportunity  to  be  involved  in  a 
project  of  this  scale  . . .  the  com¬ 
munity  is  committed  to  it  and 
their  input  is  important  for  the 
success  of  the  project,”  Barr  said. 
“Eighteen  months  is  the  project¬ 
ed  time  that  it  will  take  to  com¬ 
plete  the  project.” 

The  estimated  cost  for  the 
steps  project  is  between 
$260,000  and  $300,000.  It  would 
it  be  done  in  stages. 

The  neighborhood  groups 
hope  to  receive  funding  from  San 
Francisco  Beautiful,  the  city’s 
Community  Challenge  Grant 
Program,  businesses  in  the  area, 
and  individual  donations  from 
members  of  neighborhood 


Photo:  Philip  Liborio  Gang! 


A  closeup  view  of  the 
steps,  which  are  in  need 
of  repair  or  replacement. 

groups  and  local  residents. 

Although  fundraising  is  in  its 
infancy,  the  community  is  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  project  and  hopes 
are  high  that  the  Rec.  and  Park 
Department  will  approve  the  pro¬ 
ject. 

For  more  information  about 
the  California  Street  tiled  steps 
project,  e-mail  friendsoflincol- 
npark@yahoo.com  or  go  to 
par’s  Web  site  at  www.sfpar.org. 


Assemblywoman  Ma 


Continued  from  page  7 

consumer  is  overcharged  by  out¬ 
rageous  amounts. 

The  legislation  I  will  be  intro¬ 
ducing  increases  the  fine  to 
$10,000,  which  will  not  only 
prove  to  be  a  deterrent  for  unli¬ 
censed  activity,  but  also  provide 
district  attorneys’  with  an  incen¬ 
tive  to  investigate  and  prosecute 
a  crime  with  a  greater  fine.  My 
bill  will  also  make  numerous  oth¬ 
er  updates  to  California’s  lock¬ 
smith  law,  including  a  require¬ 
ment  that  all  locksmith’s  display 
their  license  on  their  service  ve¬ 
hicles  and  that  owner’s  name  and 
license  number  are  displayed  on 


all  advertising  material. 

My  hope  is  that  once  this  leg¬ 
islation  passes  through  the  legis¬ 
lature  and  is  signed  by  the  gover¬ 
nor,  unlicensed  locksmiths  will 
be  a  problem  of  the  past  in  San 
Francisco.  In  the  meantime,  be 
sure  to  request  to  see  a  license 
when  the  locksmith  arrives.  To 
find  out  whether  or  not  the  lock¬ 
smith  you  intend  to  use  is  li¬ 
censed,  you  can  go  to  the  Better 
Business  Bureau’s  Web  site  and 
search  the  business  by  name: 
http://search.bbb.org. 

Assemblywoman  Fiona  Ma  is 
the  majority  whip  at  the 
California  Assembly. 


Police  District  blotter 


Continued  from  page  4 

alerted  to  the  break-in. 

The  suspect,  who  escaped, 
took  300  cartons  of  cigarettes. 

Armed  Robbery:  Dec.  10, 
4:55  p.m.,  2800  Block  of  Geary 
Boulevard 

A  lone  male,  armed  with  a 
handgun,  entered  a  store  and  ap¬ 
proached  the  clerk,  who  was  the 
only  one  in  the  business  at  the 
time. 


The  suspect  pointed  the  gun 
at  the  female  employee  and  de¬ 
manded  money.  He  fled  with 
$200  to  $300. 

Burglary:  Dec.  6,  Sometime 
Between  5:30  a.m.  and  8:30 
a.m.,  Unit  Block  of  Wood 
Street 

An  unknown  suspect  gained 
entry  into  a  garage  via  a  rear 
door  patio  door  and  took  a  bicy¬ 
cle  before  fleeing. 
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Mayor’s  Office 

Mayor  Gavin  Newsom 


Bank  on  San  Francisco 


Every  day,  thousands  of  San 
Franciscans  are  losing  their  hard- 
earned  money  simply  because 
they  do  not  have  a  bank  account. 
An  estimated  50,000  San 
Francisco  households  are  “un¬ 
banked,”  meaning  they  get  by 
without  a  checking  or  savings  ac¬ 
count.  Among  African 
Americans  and  Latinos,  approxi¬ 
mately  one  in  two  adults  has  no 
bank  account. 

Without  access  to  mainstream 
financial  services,  unbanked  San 
Franciscans  are  forced  to  turn  to 
expensive  check  cashers,  spend¬ 
ing  hundreds  of  dollars  a  year  to 
cash  checks  and  pay  bills. 
Estimates  suggest  unbanked  fam¬ 
ilies  spend  an  average  of  5  per¬ 
cent  of  their  net  income  just  to 
manage  their  basic  finances. 

A  bank  account  is  the  first 
step  on  the  road  to  financial  secu¬ 
rity,  and  provides  the  necessary 
tools  to  climb  the  economic  lad¬ 
der  and  start  saving  for  the  fu¬ 
ture.  With  no  safe  way  to  access 
and  save  money,  unbanked  San 
Franciscans  are  also  particularly 
vulnerable  in  times  of  crisis  or 
emergency  and  could  lose  every¬ 
thing  in  the  event  of  an  earth¬ 
quake  or  fire.  As  mayor,  I  want 
to  see  San  Francisco  families 
keep  all  of  the  money  they  earn 
so  they  have  more  to  spend  on 
basic  necessities  like  groceries, 
clothing  and  utilities  and  can 
start  saving  money  and  building 
assets. 

I  have  been  working  closely 
with  Treasurer  Jos6  Cisneros  as 
he  leads  our  city’s  efforts  to 
move  all  San  Franciscans  into  the 


financial  mainstream.  We  began 
by  challenging  every  financial  in¬ 
stitution  in  San  Francisco  to  part¬ 
ner  with  the  City  to  create  Bank 
on  San  Francisco,  an  initiative 
that  would: 

•  Change  bank  products  and 
policies  to  increase  the  supply  of 
starter  account  options; 

•  Raise  awareness  among  con¬ 
sumers  about  the  benefits  of  ac¬ 
count  ownership; 

•  Provide  quality  financial  ed¬ 
ucation  to  San  Francisctms. 

Unbanked  San  Franciscans 
are  concerned  about  the  cost  of 
having  a  bank  account.  Others 
believe  that  without  a  Social 
Security  Card  they  are  not  eligi¬ 
ble  for  an  account.  Some  think 
they  do  not  make  enough  money 
to  have  an  account,  or  are  intimi¬ 
dated  by  a  traditional  banking  en¬ 
vironment.  To  directly  address 
these  concerns,  all  of  the  banks 
and  credit  unions  participating  in 
the  program  have  agreed  to: 

•  Offer  a  low-  or  no-cost  prod¬ 
uct  with  no  minimum  balance  re¬ 
quirement.  Tbe  high  minimum 
balances  and  fees  of  many  ac¬ 
counts  is  a  key  factor  keeping 
people  out  of  the  financial  main¬ 
stream; 

•  Adapt  internal  systems  to  al¬ 
low  customers  with  a  poor  bank¬ 
ing  history  to  open  “second 
chance”  checking  accounts; 

•  Accept  Mexican  Matricula 
and  Guatemalan  Consular  identi¬ 
fication  cards  as  primary  ID.  For 
many  immigrants,  the  barrier  to 
opening  an  account  is  having  the 
proper  documentation; 

•  Expand  marketing  and  out- 


Sacramento 

Sen.  Leland  Yee 


Mental  wellness  month 


To  be  happy  and  healthy  are 
resolutions  many  people  make 
for  the  New  Year.  Health  is  often 
associated  with  physical  fitness, 
and  the  desire  to  lose  weight  or 
get  fit.  We  often  forget  that  men¬ 
tal  well-being  is  just  as  vital  as 
physical  well-being. 

During  my  time  in  the 
Assembly,  as  part  of  my  2003-04 
legislative  package,  1  introduced 
an  Assembly  Concurrent 
Resolution  proclaiming  the, 
month  of  January  “Mental 
Wellness  Month”  in  California.  1 
felt  this  was  a  valuable  opportu¬ 
nity  to  bring  public  awareness  to 
mental  wellness. 

Mental  wellness  is  striving  to 
meet  emotional  needs  construc¬ 
tively  by  maintaining  good  men¬ 
tal  health,  a  positive  attitude, 
high  self-esteem,  and  a  strong 
self-image.  Good  mental  well¬ 
ness  is  the  ability  to  respond  re- 
siliently  to  emotional  states  and 
the  flow  of  life  every  day,  as  well 
as  dealing  with  situations  realisti¬ 
cally  and  learning  more  about 
yourself  and  how  things  you  do 
affect  your  feelings. 

The  day-to-day  stresses  that 
many  of  us  face,  such  as  long 
commutes  in  heavy  traffic,  meet¬ 
ing  the  demands  of  a  busy  sched¬ 
ule,  and  not  spending  enough 
time  with  our  families  or  friends. 


can  all  take  a  toll  on  our  mental 
well-being. 

There  are  many  things  we  can 
do  to  contribute  to  our  mental 
well-being.  Recognizing  and  ad¬ 
dressing  some  of  the  daily  stress¬ 
es  that  can  lead  us  to  unhappi¬ 
ness  is  one  of  the  first  steps  we 
can  take  towards  improving  our 
mental  health.  While  there  are 
many  daily  stresses  that  are  be¬ 
yond  our  control,  you  may  be 
surprised  at  how  many  you  can 
control,  with  very  little  effort. 

According  to  the  National 
Institute  of  Mental  Health,  an 
estimated  22.1  percent  of  Amer¬ 
icans  ages  1 8  and  older  -  about  1 
in  5  adults  -  suffer  Ifom  a  diag- 
nosable  mental  disorder  in  a  giv¬ 
en  year.  While  we  are  still  learn¬ 
ing  about  the  causes  of  and  treat¬ 
ments  for  many  of  these  disor¬ 
ders,  we  do  know  that  practicing 
good  mental  wellness  techniques 
can  help  ward  off  depression, 
stress-related  anxiety  and  other 
symptoms  of  mental  disorders. 

In  2007,  I  introduced  Senate 
Bill  916  and  on  Oct.  5  and  it  was 
chaptered  into  law.  The  law 
amends  Section  1799.111  of  the 
Health  and  Safety  Code,  relating 
to  health  facilities.  When  a  pa¬ 
tient  exhibiting  a  dangerous  be¬ 
havior  is  brought  to  a  hospital 
that  lacks  inpatient  psychiatric 


reach  strategies  in  targeted,  low- 
income  neighborhoods,  and  in¬ 
crease  the  visibility  of  appropri¬ 
ate  products  in  San  Francisco; 

•  Provide  financial  manage¬ 
ment  training  in  the  community 
and  partner  with  local  communi¬ 
ty-based  organizations  to  transi¬ 
tion  customers  ready  to  enter  the 
financial  mainstream. 

Last  month,  Cisneros  an¬ 
nounced  the  first  year  results  of 
the  program.  Participating  banks 
and  credit  unions  report  they 
have  opened  11,110  Bank  on  San 
Francisco  accounts  since  the  pro¬ 
gram  launched  in  September 
2006  -  far  exceeding  the  original 
goal  of  10,000  accounts  in  two- 
years. 

With  an  average  monthly  ac¬ 
count  balance  of  $793.47,  Bank 
on  San  Francisco  is  proving  that 
with  the  right  mix  of  products 
and  outreach  the  unbanked  can 
succeed  in  the  financial  main¬ 
stream.  In  light  of  this  success, 
the  goal  has  been  raised  to 
20,000  accounts  by  October 
2008. 

The  program  is  run  in  partner¬ 
ship  with  the  Federal  Reserve 
Bank  of  San  Francisco,  local 
non-profit  EARN  and  15  partner 
financial  institutions,  represent¬ 
ing  more  than  170  participating 
branch  locations  citywide. 

Bank  on  San  Francisco  is  an 
unprecedented  attempt  to  address 
a  serious,  yet  solvable  social 
problem.  Through  an  innovative 
partnership  that  draws  on  the 
strengths  of  government  agen¬ 
cies,  for-profit  bcuiks  and  credit 
unions,  and  a  wide  range  of  com¬ 
munity  partners.  Bank  on  San 
Francisco  is  the  first  comprehen¬ 
sive  program  in  the  nation  to  ad¬ 
dress  the  needs  of  the  unbanked 
and  set  thousands  of  families  on 
the  road  to  financial  security. 

For  more  information  about 
Bank  on  San  Francisco,  or  to 
find  a  participating  bank  or 
credit  union,  call  2-1-1  or  visit 
the  Web  site  www.bankonsf.org. 


services,  current  California  law 
allows  hospitals  to  detain  the  pa¬ 
tient  for  up  to  8  hours  while  his 
or  her  physical  and  mental  health 
needs  are  assessed,  and  if  neces¬ 
sary,  appropriate  psychiatric 
treatment  is  sought. 

Often  hospitals  are  unable  to 
secure  appropriate  psychiatric 
treatment  for  the  individual  be¬ 
fore  the  8-hour  detention  period 
has  expired.  As  a  result,  the  hos¬ 
pital  is  compelled  to  seek  an  ap¬ 
plication  for  a  72-hour,  or 
Section  5150,  hold.  However, 
once  an  application  for  a  5150 
hold  is  submitted,  it  cannot  be  re¬ 
versed  by  hospital  staff  and  the 
patient  is  held  in  the  emergency 
room  for  the  full  72  hours,  re¬ 
gardless  of  need,  if  no  bed  is 
available  in  a  designated  facility. 

Senate  Bill  916  (Chapter  308) 
will  allow  non-designated,  gener¬ 
al  acute  care  hospitals  and  psy¬ 
chiatric  hospitals  to  detain  for  up 
to  24  hours  persons  who  present 
themselves  at  the  hospital  as  a 
danger  to  themselves  or  others  or 
are  gravely  disabled.  The  hospi¬ 
tal  will  also  be  allowed  to  release 
a  patient  prior  to  the  24-hour  ex¬ 
piration  if  certain  conditions  are 
met.  These  changes  will  give 
hospitals  the  time  to  assess  a  pa¬ 
tient’s  physical  and  mental  health 
needs  and  secure  needed  psychi¬ 
atric  treatment  if  warranted.  In 
addition,  SB  916  will  help  allevi¬ 
ate  the  current  problem  of  over¬ 
crowding  and  diversion  at  hospi¬ 
tal  emergency  rooms. 

I  encourage  you  to  make  a 
resolution  this  month.  Work  to 
foster  mental  wellness  in  your¬ 
self  and  those  around  you. 

Leland  Yee  is  a  senator  in  the 
California  Senate. 
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LIKE  A  GOOD  NETGITROR, 
STATE  FARM  IS  THERE.® 
WE  LIVE  WHERE  YOL!  LIVE." 


For  your  Auto.  Home,  life  and  llealtli  iitsiiranee  nee.d.s,  see  one  ot 
thtse  State  harni  Agents; 

Ernie  Louie 

2209  Clement  Street 

San  Francisco,  CA  94121 

415-752-6119 

CA  lie.  #0700879 


LIKE  A  GOOD  NEIGHBOR 


STATE  FARM  IS  THERE 


Providing  Insurance  and  Financial  Services 


..  because  CITIKIDS 
has  everything 
for  your  baby; 
strollers,  car  seats, 
furniture,  clothing 
and  more,  all 
under  one  roof! 
Plus,  CITIKIDS  offers 
selection,  quality 
and  service  at 
competitive 
prices.  So,  come 
to  CITIKIDS  first, 
where  it's  really 
fun  to  shop. 


CITIKIDS  lO 


3rd  2r 

Ave,  A\ 

k 

Id  Argi 
e.  BK 

ielto 

d. 

Clement  St. 

Geary  Blvd. 

Free 

Parkinc 

in  Fron 

t  of  Storel 

•  152  Clement  Street 

at  3rd  Avenue 

San  Francisco,  CA  941 18 

•  Call:  415-752-3837 

•  OPEN:  Mon-Sat  10  to  6 
Sunday  1 1  to  5 


Fashions  •  Baby  Needs  •  Toys  •  Gifts 
Nursery  Furniture  •  Car  Seats  •  Strollers  •  Bedding 
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You  might  not  be  able  to  do 
everything  at  once,  you  can 
however  do  it  all  in  one  place. 


The  UPS  store 


Let  us  help  you  with  that. 


Shipping  Services 


Packaging  Services 


Mailbox  &  Postal  Services 


Moving  &  Packaging  Supplies 


Copying  Services 


Finishing  &  Printing  Services 


5758  Geary  Blvd.  (@22nd  Ave.) 

5an  Francisco,  CA  94121 
Mon-  Fri  8:30am-  6:30pm 
5at  9am-  5pm,  5un  ciosed 

©2003  United  Parcel  Service  of  America,  Inc. 


Tel:  (415)750-3738 
Fax:  (415)750-1819 
$tore5402@theupsstore.com 


THANK  YOU! 

FOR  SUPPORTING 
YOUR  LOCAL 
MERCHANTS 
DURING  THE 
HOLIDAY  SEASON 


Support  your  local  merchants! 


Drop  In! 


The  Park  Presidio  Lions  Club  is  a  non-profit 
organization  serving  residents  in  the  Richmond  District. 

The  members  of  the  Park  Presidio  Lions 
Club  work  to  fulfill  our  mission  -  serving  the 
blind  and  visually  impaired  and  members  of 
our  community.  We  meet  at  the  clubhouse 
at  the  Lincoln  Park  Golf  Course  for  lunch  on 
the  first  Wednesday.  Join  us  to  see  if  our 
service  organization  is  right  for  you. 

For  more  information,  call  831-0461. 


Real  Estate 

John  M.  Lee 

Real  estate  year  in  review 


The  real  estate  market  in  2007 
finally  slowed  from  previous 
years,  resulting  in  lower  prices 
and  less  sales  just  about  every¬ 
where  except  for  San  Francisco, 
where  median  and  average  prices 
in  the  Richmond  have  risen 
steadily  year  after  year.  In  the 
fourth  quarter  alone,  there  were 
seven  sales  of  more  than  $3  mil¬ 
lion,  bringing  the  average  sales 
price  up  significantly.  The 
Richmond  Home  Sales 
Comparison  Table  shows  the  fi¬ 
nal  results  in  2007  as  compared 
with  prior  years. 

The  data  was  gathered  from 
the  San  Francisco  Association  of 
Realtors’  Multiple  Listing 
Service  and  consists  of  single¬ 
family  home  sales  in  the 
Richmond,  Lake  Street,  Presidio 
Heights,  Jordan  Park,  Laurel 
Heights,  Lone  Mountain  and  Sea 
Cliff  areas. 

In  2007,  there  were  191  sales 
versus  187  for  2006  and  198  for 
2005,  an  increase  of  2.1  percent 
from  2006  and  a  decrease  of  3.5 
percent  from  2005.  The  number 
of  sales  has  remained  level  in  the 
last  few  years,  at  levels  that  are 
historically  low  for  the  area. 
Buyers  are  hesitant  because  they 
are  concerned  about  future  ap¬ 
preciation  rates  and  sellers  are 
not  selling  because  they  perceive 
the  market  to  be  bad. 

Despite  all  this,  it  seems  that 
if  a  property  was  in  good  condi¬ 
tion  and  priced  right,  it  was  sold 
within  a  matter  of  days,  most  of¬ 
ten  with  multiple  offers  and  sell¬ 
ing  above  the  asking  price. 
Properties  with  some  defects. 


such  as  an  odd  floor  plan,  a  loca¬ 
tion  on  a  busy  street,  no  garages 
or  not  in  good  condition,  lingered 
on  the  market  and  were  either 
withdrawn  or  sold  at  lower 
prices. 

The  amount  of  marketing  time 
to  sell  a  home  decreased  to  34 
days  in  2007  versus  38  days  in 
2006,  and  31  days  in  2005,  a  de¬ 
crease  of  four  days,  or  10.3  per¬ 
cent,  from  2006  and  an  increase 
of  three  days,  or  9.7  percent, 
from  2005.  This  reflects  the  fact 
that  homes  were  selling  at  a  more 
normal  pace  with  some  market¬ 
ing  time  instead  of  the  panic  buy¬ 
ing  we  saw  the  past  few  years. 

The  annual  median  price  com¬ 
parison  shows  a  7.9  percent  in¬ 
crease  this  year  as  compared  to  a 
9.5  percent  decrease  from  2005 
to  2006. 

The  average  sales  price  in¬ 
creased  13.9  percent  during  the 
year,  mainly  because  quite  a 
number  of  expensive  homes  sold 
during  the  year.  For  the  fourth 
quarter  alone,  there  were  seven 
sales  more  than  $3  million, 
skewing  the  average  sales  price 
to  the  higher  side. 

So  how  do  we  interpret  this 
information?  Basic  economic 
theory  claims  that  a  lower  num¬ 
ber  of  sales  means  lower  de¬ 
mand,  which  should  result  in 
lower  prices.  However  what  we 
have  in  real  estate  is  a  limited 
supply  with  demand  still  higher 
than  supply,  resulting  in  higher 
prices. 

What  is  in  store  for  the  year 
2008?  I  think  it  will  be  more  of 
the  same  with  real  estate  selling 


at  a  normal  pace.  Prices  have 
been  holding  and  increasing  in 
the  Richmond.  Because  supply  is 
low  and  the  area  desirable,  prices 
should  not  deteriorate  much. 
Certain  segments  of  the  economy 
are  doing  pretty  well,  others  are 
in  trouble,  inflation  is  under  con¬ 
trol  and  rents  are  going  up,  all 
pointing  to  a  mixed  real  estate 
market. 

On  the  federal  level,  the 
Federal  Reserve  Banks  have 
been  decreasing  short-term  rates, 
believing  inflation  is  under  con¬ 
trol  and  the  economy  is  growing 
at  a  sustainable  pace.  While  sub¬ 
prime  mortgages  pose  a  big  prob¬ 
lem,  I  believe  it’s  a  short-term  is¬ 
sue  and  we  can  get  past  that  in 
the  next  year  or  two.  The  good 
news  for  us  in  real  estate  is  that 
mortgage  rates  have  been  pretty 
steady  all  year  and  are  not  antici¬ 
pated  to  change  much  in  2008. 
Also,  next  year  is  a  presidential 
election  year,  meaning  politicians 
will  do  all  they  can  to  insure  that 
the  economy  stays  strong. 

Locally,  the  demand  in  San 
Francisco  and  the  Richmond 
District  will  continue  to  be  desir¬ 
able  and  strong,  as  supply  is  still 
ever  so  limited.  As  you  can  see, 
with  the  low  number  of  homes 
selling  in  the  Richmond,  demand 
still  outnumbers  supply  and 
though  we  do  not  see  the  torrid 
pace  of  the  last  few  years,  our 
real  estate  market  is  still  active 
and  should  be  fine. 

My  prediction  for  2008  is  that 
we  will  have  a  balanced  real  es¬ 
tate  market,  where  negotiating 
power  will  be  evenly  split  be¬ 
tween  buyers  and  sellers,  a  short¬ 
age  of  good  inventory,  and  level 
prices. 

John  M.  Lee  was  recently 
elected  as  the  president  of  the 
Chinese  Real  Estate  Association 
of  America  for  2008.  If  you  have 
any  questions  regarding  real  es¬ 
tate,  call  him  at  {415)  447-6231 
or  e-mail  johnlee@isellsf.com. 


Richmond  Home  Sales  Comparison:  2005  -  2007 


2005 

2006 

2007 

No,  of  Median 

Avg  Days  on 

No.  of  Median 

Avg  Days  on 

No.  of  Median 

Avg  Days  on 

Sales  Price 

Price  Market 

Sales 

Price 

Price  Market 

Sales  Price 

Price  Market 

1  St  Quarter 

40  1,037,500 

1,326,069 

30 

34 

997,500 

1,357,971 

41 

35 

1,530,651 

1,240,000 

45 

2nd  Quarter 

52  1,261,500 

1,733,002 

38 

61 

1,081,000 

1,329,089 

32 

56 

1,430,646 

1,152,500 

30 

3rd  Quarter 

52  1,225,000 

1,362,462 

26 

46 

1,095,000 

1,486,155 

38 

48 

1,321,328 

1,100,000 

30 

4th  Quarter 

§4  1,017,500 

1,365,935 

30 

46 

1,054,500 

1,317,108 

45 

52. 

1,943,486 

1,297,000 

36 

Totals 

198  1,187,250 

1,453,371 

31 

187 

1,075,000 

1,370,030 

38 

191 

1,561,120 

1,160,000 

34 

-14.3%  +26.2% 

■+27% 

+3.3% 

-5.6% 

-5.7% 

-9.5%  +22.6% 

+2.1%  +13.9% 

+7.9%  - 

10.5% 

Congress 

Congresswoman  Nancy  Pelosi  p  ^ 

We  need  energy  security 


In  November,  the  American 
people  made  it  clear  that  our 
country  needed  a  new  direction. 
In  the  first  session  of  the  110th 
Congress,  we  have  made  historic 
strides  to  restore  the  American 
Dream  and  restore  accountabili¬ 
ty.  And  last  month,  we  success¬ 
fully  passed  a  sweeping  new  en¬ 
ergy  policy  -  the  Energy 
Independence  and  Security  Act. 
This  landmark  energy  bill  will 
lead  our  nation  on  a  path  to  ener¬ 
gy  independence,  with  clean  and 
renewable  energies  and  lower 
prices  for  consumers. 

Instead  of  remaining  wedded 
to  the  failed  energy  policy  of  the 
past  that  keeps  us  dependent  on 
foreign  oil,  the  “new  direction” 
Congress  has  embraced  a  clean, 
renewable,  independent  energy 


future  for  America.  One  way  to 
make  Americans  safer  is  to  grow 
our  energy  here  at  home.  That  is 
why  we  have  made  an  historic 
commitment  to  homegrown  bio¬ 
fuels  -  increasing  the  Renewable 
Fuels  Standard  to  36  billion  gal¬ 
lons  in  2020.  The  crops 
America’s  farmers  grow  are  be¬ 
coming  the  fuel  that  powers  our 
cars  as  we  send  our  energy  dol¬ 
lars  to  the  midwest,  not  the 
Middle  East  -  to  farmers  nation¬ 
wide.  America’s  farmers  will  fuel 
America’s  energy  independence, 
promoting  small  businesses  and 
creating  millions  of  new  Jobs. 

Energy  independence  is  an  ur¬ 
gent  national  security  issue;  it  is 
an  environmental  issue;  it  is  a 
health  issue;  it  is  a  moral  issue; 
and  it  is  an  economic  issue  for 


America’s  families.  In  order  to 
reduce  the  price  at  the  pump,  our 
legislation  made  an  historic  in¬ 
crease  in  fuel  efficiency  stan¬ 
dards  -  for  the  first  time  in  32 
years. 

Raising  these  standards  to  35 
miles-per-gallon  by  2020  will 
save  the  average  driver  $700  to 
$1,000  each  year,  adding  up  to 
$22  billion  in  net  annual  con¬ 
sumer  savings  by  2020. 

Energy  security  is  also  closely 
related  to  global  warming  -  the 
greatest  environmental  challenge 
facing  the  planet.  The  urgency  of 
that  challenge  was  recognized 
last  month  as  former  Vice 
President  A1  Gore  was  awarded 
the  Nobel  Peace  Fhize,  and  as 
world  leaders  gathered  for  the 
Bali  global  warming  conference. 
The  Bush  administration  has  re¬ 
sponded  far  too  slowly  to  the 
threat  of  climate  change.  Our  en¬ 
ergy  bill  will  tell  the  world  that 
America  is  prepared  to  become  a 
leader  in  addressing  the  global 
climate  crisis. 

And  in  San  Francisco,  we 
continue  to  be  on  the  forefront  of 

Continued  on  page  15 
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Victorian  Overpass 


Photo  courtesy  of  Greg  Gear  collection 

This  ornate  bridge  allowed  pedestrians,  especially  women  decked  out  in  their  fashion  finest,  to  cross  Middle  Drive  in  Golden  Gate 
Park,  circa  1900.  This  way,  pedestrians  could  avoid  the  negative  parts  of  the  horse  and  buggy  days,  including  fresh  road  apples. 


The 


RICHMOND  REVIEW 

is 


The  Richmond  Review  is  also  available  at: 

Anza  Branch  Library 

Richmond/Sen.  Milton  Marks  Branch  Library  -  Closed 
Presidio  Branch  Library 
RACK:  Clement/8th  Avenue 
RACK:  Laurel  Village  Shopping  Center  (Feet’s) 

RACK:  Balboa  Street/37th  Avenue 
RACK:  V.A.  Medical  Center,  Clement/42nd  Avenue 

www.sfrichmondreview.com 

Serving  the  Richmond  District  since  1988 


Featuring: 

•  The  latest  issues  of  the 
Richmond  Review  and 
Sunset  Beacon  newspapers 

•  Political  Action  Center 
with  e-mail  links  to 
elected  representatives 

•  Merchant’s  Directory 

•  Links  to  neighborhood 
organizations 

•  Archives  of  back  issues 

•  Advertising  information 
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LPH 


SHIPPING  &  BUSINESS  SERV  ICES 


3701  Sacramento  St.  (&  Spruce  Si.) 

Tel:  (415)  221-9817 
Kav:  (415)221-9819 
Fma it:  I ptisbsa  yu hoo.coni 

Store  Hours: 

Mon  -  Fri  9  am  -  6  pm 
Silt  10  am  -  5  pm 


4338  California  St.  (&  O'*  Ave.) 

Tel:  (415)  221-9847 
Fax:  (415)221-9849 
Fniait:  lph.xl)s2‘'0'yahoo.cuni 

Store  Hours: 

Mon  —  Fri  10  am  -  5  pm 
Sat  to  am -3  pm 


FOR  ALL  YOUR  SHIPPING  AND  BUSINESS  NEEDS! 


Mail  Box  Rentuls 

I!  PS,  FedEx,  DHL,  &  I  ISPS 

Packing  Service 

Black  &  White  Copies 

E-mail  Serv  ices 

Notary  Public 

Passport  Photos 


Mail  Forvsarding 
Freight 

Shipping  Supplies 
Color  Copies 
File  Print  Serv  ices 
Business  Cards 
Fingerprinting 


Parcel  Receiving 
Postage  Stamps 
Office  Supplies 
Laminaling‘&  Binding 
Fax  Service 
Rubber  Stamps 
And  Much  More! 


\VF  .ARH  ALSO  A  RECYCI  -F  C'tiNIHR  FOR  YOlfR  FOAM  I.OOSE-FILL 


UCSF  Oral  Surgery  and  Dental 
Implant  Facility 

Private  Faculty  Practice  Care  at  University  Prices 
Board  Certified  Doctors 
AAAHC  Accredited  Facility 

Call  us  today  at  (415)  476-1316 


/ 

/  Present  this  ad  to  receive  a  FREE  WiSDOM  TOOTH 
OR  DENTAL  iMPLANT  CONSULTATiON  AND 
PANORAMIC  X-RAY  —  A  $350  VALUE!* 


Department  of  Oral  and  Maxillofacial  Surgery 
707  Parnassus  Avenue,  Suite  D1201,  San  Francisco,  CA 
(415)476-1316  www.omfs.ucsf.edu 

\*Expires  1/31/08 


Get  More  Results 
with 


CALIFORNIA 

DELIVERY 


•  RELIABLE  • 

HOUSE  TO  HOUSE  DISTRIBUTION 
Special  Doorknob  Delivery  Avrailable 

•  Advertising  Circulars  •  Catalogs 

•  Product  Samples  •  Newspapers 

CAUFORNIA  DELIVERY  WILL  SATURATE  AN  ENTIRE  CITY  OR 
TARGET  SPECIFIC  AREAS 

Dependable  Delivery  in  Sin  Francisco 
and  the  Bay  Area 


Call  or  write  for  free  estimate 
Phone  (415)  285-7866 
FAX  #  285-7869 

1500  Minnesota  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94107 


January 

1-6 

Breakfast  with  Enzo:  Families- are 
encouraged  to  bring  clapping 
hands,  singing  voices  and  dancing 
feet  to  join  Enzo  Garcia  for  his 
highly-acclaimed  live  music  show, 
featuring  banjos,  guitars,  accor¬ 
dions  and  other  surprises.  Presidio 
Dance  Theater,  Presidio,  1158 
Gorgas  Rd.,  Friday,  Jan.  4,  10  a.m. 
to  noon,  $5.  For  more  information, 
call  561-3958. 

Electronic  Device  Recycling:  The 
organization  Clean  City  is  hosting 
a  free  electronic  collection  and  re¬ 
cycling  event,  including  monitors, 
televisions,  cell  phones,  fax  ma¬ 
chines,  printers  and  more.  Ocean 
Beach  parking  lot  at  Great 
Highway  and  Fulton  Street  (across 
from  the  Beach  Chalet),  Saturday, 
Jan.  5,  9  a.m.  to  2  p.m.,  California 
driver’s  license  or  I.D.  card  re¬ 
quired.  For  more  information,  call 
552-9201,  ext.  15. 

Academy  of  Sciences  Closing:  To 
celebrate  the  closure  of  the 
California  Academy  of  Sciences’ 
temporary  rnuseum  location  and  in 
anticipation  of  the  new  Academy 
that  will  open  in  Golden  Gate  Park 
in  October  2008,  the  public  is  in¬ 
vited  to  enjoy  festivities  that  in¬ 
clude  lectures,  slideshows  and  arts 
and  crafts,  875  Howard  St., 

Sunday,  Jan.  6,  10  a.m.  to  5  p.m., 
regular  admission  applies  or  free 
for  those  who  bring  a  “housewarm¬ 
ing”  gift  from  the  Academy’s 
“wish  list”  at 

www.calacademy.org.  For  more  in¬ 
formation,  call  321-8000. 

Choral  Concert:  Yale  University’s 
Israeli  Choral  Ensemble  will  per¬ 
form  at  the  Congregation  Beth 
Israel-Judea,  625  Brotherhood 
Way,  Sunday,  Jan.  6,  11:30  a.m.  to 
1  p.m.,  free  but  $5  donations  grate¬ 
fully  accepted.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  678-0327. 

7-13 

Teen  Cartooning  Workshop; 

Teenagers  are  encouraged  to  learn 
how  to  draw  their  own  comics  and 
bring  their  ideas  to  life,  Anza 
Branch  Library,  550  37th  Ave., 
Friday,  Jan.  1 1,  4  to  6  p.m.,  free. 

For  more  information,  call  557- 
4277  or  e-mail  Marla  at 
mbergman  @  sfpl.org. 

Garden  Work  Party:  The 

California  Palace  of  the  Legion  of 
Honor  is  holding  a  volunteer 
cleanup  and  landscaping  work  par¬ 
ty,  Lincoln  Park,  Saturday,  Jan.  12, 

9  a.m.  to  1  p.m.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  750-3698. 

KUSF  Rock  N’  Swap:  The 
University  of  San  Francisco  hosts 
a  record  collectors’  music  fair 
sponsored  by  USF’s  radio  station 
KUSF,  featuring  music-related 
vinyls,  CD,  DVDs,  posters,  books 
and  more,  McLaren  Hall  on  the 
USF  campus,  Sunday,  Jan.  13,  10 
a.m.  to  3  p.m.,  $3  admission,  free 
for  USF  students.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  call  386-5873. 

14-20 

Free  English  Classes:  Adults  in¬ 
terested  in  learning  English-as-a- 
second-language  are  welcome  to 
attend  this  program,  registering 
students  and  starting  on  Jan.  14, 
sponsored  by  City  College  of  San 
Francisco,  with  Chinese  and 
Vietnamese  translators  available. 
Park  Presidio  Methodist  Church, 
4301  Geary  Blvd.,  daily  classes 
from  8  to  10  a.m.,  10  to  noon,  and 
noon  to  1  p.m.,  free.  For  more  in¬ 
formation,  call  561-1878. 


Calendar  of  Events 


American  Folksongs:  Tim  Holt 
plays  songs  demonstrating  facets 
■  of  the  American  folk  song,  from 
old  time  gospels  to  Woody 
Guthrie’s  Depression-era  songs  to 
tunes  about  early  pioneering  trips 
across  the  country.  Sunset  Branch 
Library,  1305  18th  Ave.,  Monday, 
Jan.  15,  7  to  8  p.m.,  free.  For  more 
information,  call  557-4277. 

Ballroom  Dance  Classes:  Learn  to 
samba,  rhumba,  cha  cha  cha,  tan¬ 
go,  waltz,  foxtrot  and  more.  Forest 
Hill  Christian  Church,  Fellowship 
Hall,  250  Laguna  Blvd.,  Thursday 
evenings  beginning  Jan.  17,  $66 
per  couple  for  six  one-hour 
lessons.  For  more  information,  call 
661-2746. 

“Medical  Options”  Forum:  Older 
adults  are  invited  to  get  informa¬ 
tion,  ask  questions,-  discuss  and 
watch  educational  videos  about 
arthritis  prevention,  management 
and  cures,  sponsored  by  the  City 
College  of  San  Francisco,  The 
Sequoias,  1501  Post  St.,  Friday, 

Jan.  18,  9:30  a.m.  to  noon,  free. 

For  more  information,  call  43 1  - 
8962. 

Internet  for  Older  Adults:  Dr.  R. 

Wood  leads  a  weekly  survey  of  the 
Internet  in  an  unhurried  environ¬ 
ment  so  older  adults  and  seniors 
who  already  possess  basic  comput¬ 
er  literacy  can  learn  how  to  surf  the 
web,  use  e-mail,  conduct  research 
online  and  create  web  pages. 
Presidio,  Crissy  Field  Center,  603 
Mason  St.,  Fridays  from  Jan.  18  to 
May  23,  1:10  to  4  p.m.  (no  classes 
on  Feb  15,  March  28  or  April  4), 
free.  For  more  information,  call 
561-7765. 

Lilies  for  the  Garden 
Presentation;  Judith  Freeman  will 
give  a  behind-the-scenes  look  at 
how  new  lilies  are  developed  and 
propagated  for  the  garden,  and  pro¬ 
vide  expert  advice  on  how  to  grow 
the  plants  in  Bay  Area  gardens, 

San  Francisco  Botanical  Garden  at 
Strybing  Arboretum,  Golden  Gate 
Park,  Ninth  Avenue  and  Lincoln 
Way,  Saturday,  Jan.  19,  10  a.m.  to 
1  p.m.,  $35  general  public,  $25  for 
SF  Botanical  Garden  Society 
members.  For  more  information, 
call  661-1316. 

21  -  31  . 

PAR  Meeting:  A  general  meeting 
of  the  Planning  Association  for  the 
Richmond  (PAR)  features  a  pre¬ 
sentation  from  Forest  City 
Development  and  the  Presidio 
Trust  about  landscape  plans  and 
preliminary  drawings  for  the  reuse 
of  the  Public  Health  Service 
Hospital  located  in  the  Presidio 
near  Lake  Street  and  15th  Avenue, 
Richmond 

Recreation  Center,  251  18th  Ave., 
Wednesday,  Jan.  23,  7  p.m.,  free. 
For  more  information,  call  561- 
5615. 

Playtime  at  Crissy  Field: 

Toddlers  ages  2  to  5  with  their  par¬ 
ents,  guardian  or  caregiver  are  in¬ 
vited  to  use  their  five  senses  to  ex¬ 
plore  the  outdoors  by  making  sand 
animals,  becoming  bug  detectives 
and  listening  with  “deer  ears,” 
Presidio,  Crissy  Field  Center,  603 
Mason  St.,  Friday,  Jan.  25, 10  a.m. 
to  noon,  $10  per  child.  For  more 
information,  call  561-7752. 

Recycled  Art  Workshop: 

Children  ages  6  to  12  are  invited  to 
make  art  from  recycled  materials  at 
Multicultural  Children’s  Arts 
Workshops  at  the  Richmond 
District  Neighborhood  Center,  741 
30th  Ave.,  Saturday,  Jan.  26,  10 
a.m.  to  noon,  free.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  call  751-6600. 


Jewish-American  History 
Lesson:  Bay  Area  author  and  his¬ 
torian  Ken  Blady  presents  the  story 
of  Jewish  immigration,  including 
little-known  facts.  Congregation 
Beth  Israel-Judea,  625 
Brotherhood  Way,  Sunday,  Jan.  27, 
10  a.m.  to  noon,  $5  suggested  do¬ 
nation.  For  more  information,  call 
678-0327. 

“God  of  Luck”  Reading:  The  au¬ 
thor  brings  to  life  the  little-known 
period  of  Chinese  history  between 
1840  and  1875  when  close  to  one 
million  men  were  kidnapped  from 
southern  China  to  labor  in  Latin 
America,  Sunset  Branch  Library, 
1305  18th  Ave.,  Monday,  Jan.  28, 

7  to  8  p.m.,  free.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  call  557-4227. 

Climate  Change  Teach-in:  The 
public  is  invited  to  a  two-day 
teach-in  led  by  San  Francisco  State 
University  faculty  and  leading  en¬ 
vironmental  and  social  change  ac¬ 
tivists,  Jack  Adams  Hall,  Cesar 
Chavez  Student  Center,  San 
Francisco  State  University,  1600 
Holloway  Ave.,  Wednesday,  Jan. 
30,  9  a.m.  to  9  p.m.,  and  Thursday, 
Jan.  31,9  a.m.  to  5:30  p.m.,  free. 
For  more  information,  call  405- 
0326. 

Police  Commission  Meeting:  The 
SF  Police  Commission  will  hold  a 
meeting  in  the  Richmond  District 
to  allow  citizens  a  chance  to  com¬ 
ment  about  crime  issues, 

Roosevelt  Middle  School,  460 
Arguello  Blvd.,  Wednesday,  Jan. 
30,  6  p.m. 

Violin  Performance:  The  public  is 
invited  to  enjoy  the  sounds  of  vio¬ 
lin  masterpieces  at  the  San 
Francisco  Conservatory  of  Music 
Recital  Hall,  50  Oak  St.. 
Wednesday,  Jan.  30, 7:30  p.m,, 
free.  For  more  information,  call 
503-6275. 

Lunar  New  Year  Flower  Market: 
Select  flowers  and  plants,  such  as 
peach  blossoms,  red  azaleas  and 
quince,  and  learn  their  origin  and 
symbolism  for  the  new  year;  enjoy 
performances  by  traditional  lion 
dancers  and  Chinese  acrobats;  and 
participate  in  craft  activities  for 
families,  San  Francisco  Botanical 
Garden  at  Strybing  Arboretum, 
Golden  Gate  Park,  Ninth  Avenue 
and  Lincoln  Way,  Saturday,  Feb.  2, 
10  a.m.  to  3  p.m.,  free.  For  more 
information,  call  661-1316. 
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Free  PUC  gardening  calendar 


The  San  Francisco  Public  Utilities 
Commission  has  just  released  its  free  2008 
gardening  calendar. 

San  Francisco  residents  can  pick  up  a 
copy  of  the  calendar  at  any  public  library 
and  most  neighborhood  gardening  and 
hardware  stores.  It  features  colorful  pho¬ 
tographs  of  local  flowers,  provides  garden¬ 
ing  tips,  and  includes  educational  informa¬ 


tion  about  safer,  less  toxic  pest-manage¬ 
ment  techniques  and  yard  care  products. 
The  calendar  also  lists  useful  resources, 
recommends  clubs  and  books  to  help  gar¬ 
den  enthusiasts  and  lists  San  Francisco 
gardening  events. 

The  publication  is  produced  by  the 
Water  Pollution  Prevention  Program.  For 
more  information,  call  695-7378. 


Pelosi:  We  need  energy  security 


Continued  from  page  12 

protecting  our  environment.  Under  the 
leadership  of  Mayor  Gavin  Newsom,  the 
City  has  implemented  a  number  of  innova¬ 
tive  policies  that  set  the  standard  for  how 
localities  can  play  a  leading  role  in  halting 
global  warming. 

In  fact,  Newsom  has  recently  proposed 
legislation  that  would  enact  the  strictest  en¬ 
vironmental  building  codes  in  the  nation 
for  some  residential  buildings,  commercial 


buildings  and  renovation  projects.  He  has 
also  championed  the  use  of  biofuels  by 
mandating  that  all  1,500  city-owned  diesel 
vehicles  run  on  more  environmentally- 
friendly  biodiesel. 

The  comprehensive  energy  legislation 
passed  by  the  Congress  is  an  historic 
achievement  that  will  secure  America,  cre¬ 
ate  more  jobs,  protect  our  environment, 
and  lead  us  to  energy  independence. 

Congresswoman  Nancy  Pelosi  is  the 
speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


Reverse  mortgages 
from  Countrywide® 

Reverse  mortgages  can  be  a  great  way  for  qualified 
homeowners  who  are  62  yearsof  age  or  more  to  access  the 
equity  in  their  homes  without  having  to  make  monthly 
mortgage  payments.  Call  us  for  your  free  benefit  analysis  today. 


Christine  and  David  Stormont 

Serving  San  Mateo,  San  Francisco  and  Marin 
Call  for  our  seminar  schedule 
Toll  Free:  1-866-550-3832 
Christine_Stormont@Countrywide.com 
David_Stormont@Countrywide.com 

S  Countiywide  Bank^ 

Reverse  mortgages  from  Countrywide  are  funded  and  administered  by 
Countrywide  Bank,  FSB.  iSr  Countrywide  Bank,  FSB  is  an  Equal  Housing  Lender. 

©  2007  Countrywide  Rnancial  Cognation.  Trade/servicemarks  are  the  property 
of  Countrywide  Rnancial  Corporation  and/or  its  subsidiaries.  07-004  (03/07) 


There  Is  Nothing  Average  About  the 
Average  Price  of  a  Hill&Co.  Property. 


In  fact,  according  to  the  2008 
Business  Times  Book  of  Lists, 
Hill  &  Co.  is  the  number  one 
brokerage  among  all  companies 
in  terms  of  average  price  for 
homes  sold  in  the  City.  Our 


nearest  competitor’s  average 
was  nearly  $300,000  less. 

If  you  are  seeking  real  estate 
representation,  we  invite  you 
to  consider  the  City’s  best. 

Hill  &  Co. 


Lombard  Street  Office 
1880  Lombard  Street 
(415)  921-6000 


Union  Street  Office 
21 07  Union  Street 
(415)  921-6000 


24th  Street  Office 
3899  24th  Street 
(415)  824-1100 


■  HILL&CO. 

REAL  ESTATE 


CLASSIFIED  ADVERTISING 


CONSTRUCTION 

Deuck  Construction:  Room  addi¬ 
tions,  kitchen  and  bath  remodeling. 
References  and  pictures  are  avail¬ 
able.  17  year  track  record  in  San 
Francisco.  Call  for  free  estimate: 
(650)  557-0012.  CSLC  #769571. 

CAULKING/GROUT 

Grout,  Caulking,  Tile  and  Stone 

cleaning,  sealing,  restoration,  and 
repair.  Bathrooms,  showers,  tubs, 
kitchens,  floors,  and  stairs  renewed 
and  restored.  Granite,  slate,  terraz- 
zo,  marble  and  more.  HappyGrout, 
(415)  806-2746  or 
www.HappyGrout.com. 

EDITING/COACHING 

Novels  -  Memoirs  -  Screenplays. 

Editing  and  coaching.  Affordable, 
local,  N.Y.  and  L.A.  experience. 
First  consultation  free.  Call  (415) 
379-4857  or  e-mail 

cantaraedits@gmail.com 

FENCE  CONSTRUCTION 

Specializing  in  Redwood  Fences 

-  Morrow  Construction.  License 
#343633.  For  more  information,  call 
(650)  994-6892. 

HAULING/CLEANING 

A  Hauling  Company:  Clean-up 

basements,  attic,  garage,  cellar; 
junk,  trash,  garbage  and  appliances 
removal.  Carpet  removal  service 
(nails,  staples,  wood  strips, 
padding).  Call  Lou  at  (415)  225- 
4637  for  more  information. 

Bruno’s  Hauling  and  Cleaning, 

basements,  backyards,  lots; 
hauls/moves  appliances,  demolition 
cleanup  (no  liquids).  31  years  haul¬ 
ing.  No  job  too  small.  The  quality 


remains  long  after  the  price  has 
been  forgotten.  Free  estimates.  Call 
Bruno  at  (415)  665-8655.  Bruno’s 
Hauling  -  www.brunoshauling.city- 
search.com. 

HELP  WANTED 

Security  Guard:  P.T./S.F.  area. 
Valid  G.C.  and  driving  license  re¬ 
quired,  Dy,  Sw  and  Gr  available. 
$10/hr.  Phone:  (415)  386-6300; 
Fax:  (415)  386-6327. 

KNIFE  SHARPENING 

Fine  Knife  Sharpening  Service: 

For  homes  and  restaurants.  Based 
locally  in  the  Richmond  District. 
Free  on-site  estimates.  Call  George 
at  (415)  751-3436. 

LANDSCAPING 

To  Enjoy  Your  Garden  this  spring, 
start  this  fall.  Let  an  experienced 
landscape  designer  help  you  get 
started.  Call  Tammy  Key  at 
Garden  Spaces,  (415)  269-8210, 
www.gardenspacesinc.com. 

MUSIC  LESSONS 

Piano,  Guitar,  Bass,  Music 
Theory.  Bachelors  Degree,  Berklee 
College  of  Music.  CBEST  certified. 
Ten  years  experience.  Will  travel  to 
you.  (415)  750-0240,  barnettmusi- 
clessons@gmail.com. 

PHOTOGRAPHER 

AVAILABLE 

Richmond  Review/Sunset 
Beacon  Photographer  Philip  L. 
Gangi  is  available  to  shoot  your 
party  or  event.  Reasonable  rates. 
For  more  information,  call  (925) 
439-0917  or  e-mail 

philflash@aol.com. 


PIANO  SERVICE 

Tuning,  Repair  and  Restoration; 

regulation  and  voicing.  Frank 
French,  registered  piano  technician: 
(415)  731-8611. 

SPIRITUAL 

Have  You  Ever  Had  A  Spiritual 
Experience?  Seen  lights,  angels  or 
heard  sounds?  Come  to  a  work¬ 
shop  at  the  SF  Public  Library 
January  19,  at  1:15  p.m.  For  more 
information,  call  (415)  242-9412  or 
www.haveaspiritualexperience.com. 

REAL  ESTATE 

Eleven  Costly  Home  Inspection 
Pitfalls:  Free  report  reveals  what 
you  need  to  know  before  you  list 
your  home  for  sale:  www.sfinspec- 
tionpitfalls.com  or  free  recorded 
message:  (800)  597-2108.  I.D. 
#3003. 

Free:  Seller’s  Guide  to  Selling  a 
Home  booklet  includes  things  to 
know,  including  the  process  of  sub¬ 
mitting  or  receiving  offers,  accept¬ 
ing  an  offer  or  closing  the  transac¬ 
tion.  Call  (415)  753-8580  and  leave 
your  name  for  delivery. 

Find  Your  Perfect  SF  Home:  See 

every  home  for  sale  in  the  City  on¬ 
line,  just  like  a  Realtor.  Complete 
MLS  listings  now  available  to  buy¬ 
ers  for  the  first  time.  Zephyr  MLS 
Direct.  Call  (415)  731-5000  for  de¬ 
tails. 

ROLFING 

Try  Rolfing  -  Improve  posture,  re¬ 
lieve  chronic  pain.  Philip  Brown, 
Certified  Rolfer,  5954  California 
Street  (at  22nd  Ave.).  For  appoint¬ 
ments,  call  (415)  750-1885  or  e¬ 


mail:  Rolferphilip@aol,com 

SCHOOLS 

Sensitive  Home  School  for  excep¬ 
tional  teens;  open  enrollment,  class 
size  6;  Richmond/Seacliff  area;  tra¬ 
ditional  academics,  testing,  speech, 
P.E.,  art;  special  education  services 
individualized;  monthly  fees  $1 ,200 
to  $2,000  (scholarships  available); 
CA  credentialed  staff  -  team  to¬ 
gether  25+ years.  Call  (415)  387- 
1070  and  ask  for  Mrs.  Howard. 

TRAVELERS  WANTED 

When  a  Business  or  Pleasure 

travel  involves  a  hotel  stay:  Collect 
the  toiletries  each  day,  use  what 
you  need  and  bring  the  rest  to  do¬ 
nate  to  Working  Essentials.  The 
items  are  provided  to  job  coun¬ 
selors  at  18  agencies,  then  dis¬ 
tributed  to  individuals  who  are 
homeless  and  trying  to  obtain  and 
maintain  employment.  Drop  items 
at  the  Richmond  Police  Station,  461 
Sixth  Ave.;  for  other  locations  visit 
www.workingessentials.org  or  call 
(415)  565-0201 ,  ext.  27. 

TUTORING 

Professional  Tutor  (and  former 
teacher)  K-8th  grade  -  25  years  ex¬ 
perience  -  math,  reading  compre¬ 
hension,  grammar,  spelling,  etc. 
Great  results.  Reasonable.  Lilyan: 
(415)  752-9304. 

ESL,  English,  Language  Arts 
Tutor:  Very  experienced,  very 
skilled  tutor  in  ESL,  English,  read¬ 
ing,  writing.  Teacher,  tutor  for  over 
30  years,  children  and  adults. 
Mature,  patient,  many  local  refer¬ 
ences.  Reasonable  fee.  Masters  in 
Child  Development,  Masters  in 


Teaching.  PhD  student.  Free  first 
session.  Eric  Mauer:  (415)  750- 
9264;  e-mail:  mauerlOl  @aol.com. 

VOLUNTEER 

OPPORTUNITIES 

Miss  Being  with  Interesting 
Peopie?  Too  much  Oprah?  Here’s 
the  answer:  If  you’re  55+,  call 
RSVP  to  find  meaningful  volunteer 
opportunities.  (415)  731-3335  or 
bmarre  @  ncphs.org. 

Peer  Counseling  Training  for 
Seniors:  Senior  Peer  Counseling 
program  seeks  volunteers  55  and 
older  to  provide  support  to  peers 
having  difficulty  coping  with  life's 
challenges.  Training  given.  Family 
Service  Agency,  Judy  Gustin  (415) 
386-6600,  ext.  218. 

Volunteer  Drivers  Needed:  The 

American  Cancer  Society  is  seek¬ 
ing  volunteer  drivers^to  take  pa¬ 
tients  to  and  from  their  cancer  treat¬ 
ments.  Please  call  (800)  ACS-2345 
for  more  information. 

Volunteers  Needed  for  Hospice  - 

Pathways,  a  local  non-profit,  is 
looking  for  caring  individuals  to  visit 
patients  and  families  in  San 
Francisco.  Training  and  support 
provided!  Contact  Vivian  Wan  at 
(650)  808-4604. 

The  Retired  &  Senior  Volunteer 
Program  is  looking  for  people  to 
become  ambassadors  and  warn  se¬ 
niors  about  various  investment 
frauds.  For  more  information,  call 
RSVP  at  (415)  731-3335. 


Send  us  your  classified  or  business  service  listing. 

Private  party  classified  ads,  up  to  25  words,  cost  $5  per  monthly  listing.  Business  ads,  up  to  25  words, 
cost  $20  per  month.  Double  rates  for  double  space.  All  ads  must  be  pre-paid  and  mailed  to  the  ReView 
office  by  the  20th  of  the  month.  Mail  to:  The  Richmond  ReView,  P.O.  Box  590596,  S.F.,  CA  94159 
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Top  Individual  Producer 

in  San  Francisco’s  Largest  Office 

John  Kirkpatrick  is  one  of  the  top 
professionals  representing  San  Francisco 
homes  and  investment  properties. 

John  is  a  marketing  expert  with  a  strong 
professional  and  academic  background. 
Dedication  to  detail  and  hard  work  have 
enabled  John  to  earn  an  exceptional 
reputation.  John  wins  clients  through 
proven  results;  achievements  consistently 
exceed  client  expectations. 


CITY  COLLEGE  OF  SAN  FRANCISCO 

SPRING  SEMESTER  BEGINS  JANUARY  14TH 


Space  is  still  available  in  many  noncredit  courses  offered  this  Spring  at 
City  College  of  San  Francisco's  John  Adams  Campus  at  1860  Hayes  St. 
Instruction  begins  January  14.  Noncredit  courses  are  free.  Select  the 
courses  you  want  below  and  go  directly  to  class.  For  more  information  call 

(415)  561-1900  or  visit  vwwv.ccsf.edu 


FREE  NONCREDIT  COURSES 


CRN# 

Course  Title 

Days 

Times 

Room  # 

40110 

Access  (Begin) 

TTh 

6-8:30  pm 

228 

45343 

Business  English  1 

MW 

1-3:30  pm 

136 

44970 

Comm  Skills  Health  Workers 

Sat 

8  am-1 pm 

316 

41361 

ESL  by  TV  (Interm) 

Sat 

9  am-1 2  noon 

328 

44186 

ESL  Conv  (Begin) 

Sat 

8-10:30  am 

318 

45370 

ESL  Credit  Strategies 

TTh 

6-8:30  pm 

324 

44740 

ESL  Speak  (Begin) 

Sat 

8-10:30  am 

324 

44741 

ESL  Speak  (Begin  Hi) 

Sat 

8-10:30  am 

324 

44859 

Publisher 

MW 

8-10:30  am 

228 

45022 

Quick  Books  Level  1 

MW 

6-8:30  pm 

136 

42473 

Windows  XP  (Intro) 

TTh 

8-10:30  am 

228 

42982 

Word  Processing  (Begin) 

MW 

6-8:30  pm 

136 

Address 

List  Price 

Sales  Price 

Date 

Bd/Ba/Pk 

Sq.Ft. 

582  24th  Ave. 

$1,150,000 

$1,075,000 

12/07/07 

3/2/1 

N/A 

512  18th  Ave. 

$1,295,000 

$1,270,000 

12/18/07 

3/2/2 

1,869 

519  21st  Ave. 

$1,495,000 

$1,505,000 

12/13/07 

3/3.5/1 

2,222 

262  15th  Ave. 

$1,875,000 

$1,878,000 

12/18/07 

3/3.5/3 

N/A 

451  34th  Ave. 

$799,000 

$780,000 

12/10/07 

2/1/2 

975 

726  45th  Ave. 

$799,000 

$790,000 

12/05/07 

2/1/1 

1,407 

478-80  41st  Ave. 

$1,038,000 

$1,023,000 

12/05/07 

4/3/2 

N/A 

582  33rd  Ave. 

$1,100,000 

$1,050,000 

11/30/07 

4/2/2 

2,173 

779  32nd  Ave. 

$950,000 

$915,000 

12/05/07 

3  units 

N/A 

3033-35  Anza  St. 

$1,068,000 

$1,030,000 

11/30/07 

3  units 

2,640 

7434-36  Geary 

$1,099,000 

$930,000 

12/19/07 

2  units 

2,525 

478-80  41st  Ave. 

$1,038,000 

$1,023,000 

12/05/07 

2  units 

N/A 

706-08  46th  Ave. 

$1,168,000 

$1,178,000 

12/11/07 

2  units 

2,500 

Source:  SFMLS 

(415)412-0559 

i^n:Sjohrt(iri£patH<k.i:oii 

www,|ohnklt1(paMde.<»i« 
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TUESDAY,  JANUARY  22,  2008 
7:15  PM  -  9:00  PM 

MIDDLE  SCHOOL  OPEN  HOUSE 

San  Francisco  Waldorf  School  (grade  school  campus) 
2938  Washington  Street  (@  Divisadero) 


KU 


Join  our  grade  and  high  school  teachers  for  an 
informative  and  insightful  evening  on  how 
Waldorf  education  meets  the  pre-adolescent  in 
grades  6*,  7  and  8  with  a  rich  and  multi-layered 
curriculum.  The  presentation  will  be  followed  by 
sample  lessons.  Adults  only  please. 

*Students  applying  to  our  sixth  grade  must  have  turned  11 
by  the  summer  of  2008. 

For  more  information  or  to  pre-register 
visit  www.sfwaldorf.org  or  call  415-931-2750,  ext  302 


Savings 
of  25-65% 

From  Standard  Local  Fees  With 
Our  In-House  Dental  Insurance. 


ceanview  Dental 


Zoom  Bleaching 

In  about  an  hour,  your  smile  can 
be  transformed  from  a 
yellowing  embarassment  to 
an  unbelievable  white! 

SPECIAL  $699 


We  Now  Offer 
Snap  On  Smile 

No  shots,  no  drilling,  no  cement!  It’s 
removable  and  you  can  even  eat 
while  wearing  your  Snap  On  Smile. 


Excellence  in  Dentistry  and 
professional  care  for  over  17  years 

In  Office  Specialist  - 

Harvard  graduate  with  experience  in  all  areas  of  periodontal  and  implant  treatments 

Now  Available: 

Botox  treatments  to  relieve  headaches,  jaw  pain 
(tmj)  and  cienching. 

New  Zirconium  metai-free  crowns  and  fiiiings 


Do  you  need  new  or  replacement 
parttats  or  dentures?  You  won't  be¬ 
lieve  our  prices!  Quality 
workmanship  you  can  afford. 


♦  Most  Crowns  and  Implants 
in  One  Day 

♦  Natural-Looking  Teeth  with 
IPS  Empress  Porcelain  - 
Permanent  tooth  replacement 
without  caps 

♦  One  day  denture  construction 
and  placement 

♦  One  hour  denture  repair 

♦  Inter-Oral  Camera  System 

♦  Quality  Sterilization  Assured 

♦  In-House  Lab 

♦  Most  Insurance  Accepted 

♦  Denti-Cal  Accepted 

♦  0%  Financing  (on  approval) 


Invisalign 

“Invisalign  is  the  invisible  way  to  strengthen 
your  teeth  without  braces.” 

Clear  •  Transparent  •  Removable 
Braces?  No!  Invisalign?  Yes! 

“Now  you  can  smile  more  during  the  treatment 
as  well  as  after.” 


54 


95 


New  Patients  Only 

Compiete  Dentai 
Check-Up 

Includes: 

♦  Cleaning/Prophylaxis 

♦  Necessary  X-Rays 

With  coupon  only.  Not  valid  with 
any  other  offer.  Expires  1/31/08 

raw mmm’snciAi 

$100  OFF  usual 

dental  fees  for  first  procedure 
(fiiiings  and  crowns  only) 

Offers  cannot  be  combined,.Valid  with 

coupon  only.  Expires  1/31/08  ^ 

FREE  Professional 
Take-home  Teeth 
I  Whitening 

with  paid-in-full  by  your  insurance  for 
I  exam,  x-rays  and  cleaning 

I  New  patients  only.  Offers  cannot  be  com- 
^blned.  Valid  wtth  coupon  only.  Expires  1  /31  /08  ^ 


Your  Dental  Insurance  Accepted  as  Payment 

...  In  most  cases.  Please  call  for  details. 

son  F,rcis:o':'c'!r,4.2.  (415)  221-5592 

www.oceanviewdental.com 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appointments  Available 


WfW/// -Alternative  Treatment 
for  Periodontal  Disease 

ATRIDOX 

Please  call  office  for  details. 
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Balboa  St. 


00 

^  Cabrillo  St. 


Fulton  St. 


GG  Park 


